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Lbstract

The purpose of this study was to determine whether the context
clues have an effect on speed reading ablllty: Twenty lessons designed
to enable students to deduce the meaning from various kinds of context
clues were given to 21 students in MS.4. At the end of the exporiment
a reading comprehension test was administered to examine the effect that
context clues have on speeding reading ability.

The subjects were 44 MS.4 students at the Demonstration School,
Srinakharinwirot University, Prasammit. They were divided into two
equal groups by the Split-half metho@ to insure that at the outset both
groups were equal in speed reading ability. The students in the
experimental group took a lesson of 10-15 minutes a day, five days a
week, for the period of four weeks. The control group read freely in the
library while the experimental group was having lessons. t

Lt the end of thelexperlment a timed reading comprehension test
was administered to both groups and the result of the test was computed
to find the speed reading ability, means, and variance of both groups.
The total proficiency scores of both groups were then compared by the use
of t-test and 1t was found that the exporimental group which had had

lessons in deducing the meaning from context clues excelled the control

group in speed reading ability at the .05 level of sigmificance,
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16 5 |44 % 56,01 25 | 900 16 5 |44 36.4 | 25 610
17 5 |46 32.8] 25 | 7o 17 5 |46 34.8 | 25 879
18 4 |38 3 41,6 20 | 832 18 3 | 36 44,4 | 15 666
19 3 |av 34,0 15 | 510 19 5 |37 43,2 | 15 648
20 2 |a7 34,0 | 10 | 340 20 2 lag 32,7 | 10 327
21 2 |50 % 3.7 | 10 | 317 21 2 |a9 32,7 | 10 527




59

M B NATHWIMANT | 3X Wre a2 Lﬁ?uGHTugﬂzﬂnnﬁf.ﬂ:ﬁ s Az 32
: .
NGUNAAD NRUAILNY
Sudti X G S X %2
1 1895 3591025 1 1880 3534400
2 1700 2850000 2 1728 2985984
3 1692 2862864 3 1570 2464900
4 1499 2247001 4 1517 2301269
5 1455 2117025 5 1495 2235025
6 1439 2070721 6 1472 2166784
7 1071 1879641 ? 1383 1912689
8 1260 1587600 8 1292 1669264
9 1215 1476225 9 1250 1562500
10 1158 13409064 10 1248 1557504
11 1055 1113025 11 1080 1166400
12 1053 1108809 12 1056 1115136
13 1011 1022121 13 1028 1056784
14 999 998001 14 1013 1026169
15 930 864900 15 965 931225
16 900 610000 16 910 628100
17 870 756900 17 870 756900
18 832 692224 18 666 443556
19 510 260100 19 648 419904
20 340 115600 20 327 106929
21 317 100489 21 327 106929
=X =23501 | X= 32089171 = X=23725 |=X= 31195771
X = 119,095 S = 547.235 X = 1129,762 S = 468.62
$° = 299465,690 5° = 219608.490
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5 1455 5 38 39.47 25 987 974169 ~468
6 1439 10 41 36.59 50 1829 3345241 390
7 1371 8 57 40.54 40 1622 2630384 251
8 1260 8 47 5Li,01 40 1276 1628176 16
< 1215 8 37 40,54 30 1218 1478656 i
10 1158 9 37 40.54 45 1824 3326976 666
11 1055 7 43 34,89 35 1221 1490841 166
12 1053 9 39 38.46 45 1731 2996361 678
13 1011 9 42 35,71 45 1607 2582449 596
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20 340 11 39 39 .46 55 2115 4473225 1775
21 317 13 42 35,71 65 2321 5387041 20C4
*X = 1671.666 S = 399.09 =X=35105  [=X°=61869385 [=D=11174
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The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 1 (Darect definition or EZxplanation)

Read the following scntences., The underlined word 1s difficult,
but you will be able to guess the meaning from the context, Try to

guess it, and then write its meaning ainto Thai.

Example: An aggalea 1s a kind of flowering plant.

1., A mprsh is an area of low and wet land.

2, 4 gpat means a small two-winged fly that stings.

3. Every evening 1 see grey birds called sandhill crapes flying

across the blue sky.

4. He put the water into the itrough - a long open box for animals
to drink from - until 1t was full.

5« Geometry 1s cne branch of mathematics about lines, angles, and

surfaces,

6. He is standing on the porgh - a doorway or entrance to a building.

7« Stark 1s a word that means something which 1s empty or rough.

-

8, large rooms in a ship are called galoons, so when you see a

'dining saloon' you know 1t 1s a place that people can buy their

lunch.

9. & Bogking Office 1s where you buy your tickets.

10. The pewgagent's 1s the shop that sells newspapers and magazines.

dsesnsr Ry IRttt erevogtany
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Ixercise 1 Part 2

(Darect Definition or Explanation)

i pick-pocket 1s a man who steals something out of other person's

pocket in the street.

Newspraint 1s a kind of paper on which newspapers are printed.

L mermaid 1s an unaginary sea woman, with a tail like that of =a

fish instead of legs.

A glug 1s a garden animal like a snail but without a shell,

An gmen means a sign that foretells the future,

The pantry - a small room where food 1s kept-is near the kitchen,
The government has to provide a new accommodation -—- a place to
live —- for the people who are moving from the slum area.

& radio-telephone that can be carried around by a man 1s called

a walkie-talkie.

The word 'commerce' suggests buying and selling.

A rogue 1s a person who 1s dishonest and rude.
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The Use of Context Glues

Fxcercise 2 (Restatement)

The rre, or the landlord, would sometimes fall asleep in the

most beautiful part of the sermon,

You can take an escalator, or a moving staircase, to go down to

the platform.

Mr, Richard Baker was trapped for 4 minutes in an elevator, or

a 1lift, when there was no electricity yesterday,

He put the tube into a bucket, or bowl of water.

The matter in daspute, or disagreement, 1s who should own the house.

Do you believe that fairies gxist, that 1s, to be real?

The movie I saw last night is about the pirates, who robbed and

burnt ships in the China Sea,

He gave me a floran, which was not enough to buy a present.

These two circles are goncentric. In other words, they have the

same center,

Very few plants wall flourash, or grow very well, without water,
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The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 2 Part II (Restatement)

Being delacate, or becoming 111 easily, the girl has always worried

her parents.

This place 1s a camp for the refugees who ran away from the war

1n Kampuchea.

Her illness 1s heyond remedy ~- that 1s, unable to be cured.

My son, Robert, has a good reputabion as a doctor; in other words,

he 15 well-known now,

They were attacked by the nomads, who wandered on and on with no

fixed home.

T

The story I have just read is about the ggvalry, the soldiers who

fight on horseback,
o
His tastes and hibits coincide with those of his wife's; in other

words, they are always in agreement with each other,

After being imprisoned for 2 years, the spy was deported -- that is,

to be sent out of the country.

We tock a devious way to get away from busy streets. In other

words, we took many turns in gtead of a straight path,

They are trying to buy some petrol, which is used to give power to

their cars,

There 1s no gelution to the problem -- that 1s, 1t can't be worked

out,

(BN NERERNESEEEENNEENERENEEEREERENSE N



V1,

2.

3a
4o

5

6,

8.

e

10.

69

The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 3 (Comparison or Contrast)

I urged married man to live virtuous lives, and bachelors to get

married to good wives,

While Jack is happy; with plenty of money to spend, his sister is

suffering from poverty.

It was braight yesterday but today 1s gloomy,.

The most important difference between a monkey and an gpe 1s that

an ape has no tail,

The brave do not apprehend dafficulties as a coward does.

Hot is the antonym of cold.

The glare of the sun i1s not enjoyable as the light of the moon.

I am a native of Bngland, but in Thailand I am an alien.

She 1s usually loguacious, but tonight she 1s rather guiet.

An elephant 1s immense, comparing to a mouse,
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The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 3 Part II

1, I am usually andugtraous, but today I am too lazy to work.

2. He is as poor as a itramp ain the strect.

3. The machine 1s buzzing lake the humming sound of the bees,

4. The moans of the winds on a wintor evening seem like the sounds of

a sad girl crying.

5, This material 1s as delicate as silk, I like to touch 1t.

6. Flants grow well when there is gufficient rain, but they will dae

if there is not endugh rain.

7. James's knowledge 1s entirely dafferent from his son's ignorance.

8. When you go on a trip you go by land, but when you go on a voyage

you ga by sea.

9. The soldiers say that to reunltéﬁthey live -- to separate they daie.

10. For the past few wecks he wanted a small amount of money, but today

he wanted an epormous sum,
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The Use of Context Clues

Review 1

L tiger and a panther are nearly alike. /I panther has yellow skin

with dark spots, but a tiger is bagger and 1t has yellow skin with

black _stripes. _

During the 'rush hours', two hours in the morning and two hours
in the late afternoon when crowds of people are going to and from

their work, the buses are very crowded.

Please throw rubbash, or useless things, into the wastebasket.

4. carpenter builds with wood, but a mason builds with stone,

brick or cement.

We have to call a mechanic to repair our car and a plumber to

fix our water papes,

She pricked her finger with a needle while sewing,

The tobacconist's 1s the shop that sell all kinds of cigarettes.

4 house~breaker is a thief who breaks into a house in daylight,

L horse has long hair at the back of its neck called mane.

He had been kept 1in prason for 10 years, «nd, finally, he was released

early this morning.
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The Use of Context Clues.

Exercise 4 (Summary Restatement)

Read the following sentences, and try to guess the meaning

the underlined word, Then give the meaning in Thai. .

Even though our camp spot was remote, I was afraid other pcople

might find us.

He's just got a hearine aid, and he can hear quite well with it.

The firemen worked hard but were not able to extinguish the fire.

Al

She has two daughters that look alike. So I think they are twins.

-

This letter 1s so badly written that I can't figure out what the

writer 1s going to say.

Completely surrounded for a week by our trcops, the enemies

finally surrendered,

Martin was sick and could not participate in the meeting last naght.

The second dialog is too long for the class, I have to omat at.

I have worked very hard today and now I am exhausted.

These men are construction workers. They are building a huge office

building in downtown New York,

AN BB B R R BB BN B BN L BE BN BN NN NE BN B B A BN N



1.

2

3.

5.

9.

10.

3 N

The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 4 Part II (Summary Restatement)

Germs are so small that they are invisable.

He 1s an inguasitive child., He lakes to ask various questions and

18 always interested in what people are doing:

He 1s disobedient and hard to control. His mother said that he was

obstinate,

It's believed that clever people give birth to clever children,
So he may be clever because he 1s the offspring of a very intelligent

couple.

Nobody knew that there was a little hole at the bottom of the tank;

so the 01l cozed out all night. In the morning the tank was found

empty.

I o daph ]
The weather was so cold that the laittle girl quivered.

The water in the reservoir is almost gone now., We are looking

forward to a heavy rain to fill 1t up.

Mr, Brown is a very old man, He was a farmer; but he retared in

1960, Hig eldest son has run the farm saince then.

He 1s very dalagent and he likes to work but his 1llness compelled

him to stop working.

Dogs have good teeth and they like to gpaw bones,
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The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 5 (Subjective Clues)

Read the following senteonces, and try to guess the meaning of

the underlined-word., Then give thc meaning in Thai,

1.

3.
Lo

9.
10.

The gcorral behind our house 1s bag enough to hold 30 cattle,

She likes the golden daffodils that my mother has planted beside

the step up to the door,

Her dead body 1s kept at the gemetery behind the church.

There are only a few lanterng to give light in the street at

night,

Passengers travelled in buses and undergrounds.

Nowadays we can keep our meat fresh for a long time in the fridge.

When the torpedo struck, the ship immediately exploded.

It was a photograph of a man rowing a gondola along the canal.

The farmers store their grain in the granaries.

4 parrot is a bird with green—coloured plumage.
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The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 5 Part II (Subjective Clues)

Read the following sentences, and try to guess the meaning of

the underlined word. Then give the meaning in Thaz,

1.

2.

3,

7

9.

10,

The swimmer plunggd into tho water and swam to the other end of the

pond.

The bus drivers at Bloomington who had been on strike since Monday

last week resumed work yesterday.

When there 1s a drought, the farmers can't plant rice. They have to

wait untail 1t rains.

Lfter drainking a lot of beer, he staggered along the street to find

the way home,

We need not feed the sheep., We just put them ain the field to graze.

We can see hundreds of cattle eating grass in the pasture.

The wounded men lying there groaning softly in pain, with no one to

help them.

The weather was so hot that her perspiration ran down her face.

My ¢ld socks have holes, please darn them for me.

The green field became brown when 1t was parched by the sun,
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The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 6 Part 1 (Familiar Expression)

76

Read the following sentences, and try to gueds the meaning

the underlined word. Then give the meaning in Thai,

There are only 3 pigs an the pigpen.

The aeroplane landed on the runway smoothly.

We know that 'zoo'! means something about animals., 4nd the suffix

'wology' means study or science. So what 1s the meaning of 'zoology'?

H1s usual bedtime 1s eleven o'clock.

The pictureg of the starving children gadden me,

I think families of mice live under the woodpile.

The gnows of yestervear have gone now,

People do many things. Shoemakers make shoes. Carpenters make

tables and chairs. FPrainters print books.

Alice 1s eating a late-night snack with her boyfriend.

The zookeecper 1s taking some food to the giraffe,
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The Use of Context Clues

Exercise 6 Part II (Familiar Expression)

They must have been walking this way. Here are their footprints

in the sand.

When one breathes in, one inhales.,

When one breathes out, one exhales.

If you want something to eat or drink, go to the refreshment room.

The workers arc carrying sand and pebble to fill the hole in the

ground.

He heard soft footsteps coming up the stairs.

The sick woman's frail hands could hafdly hold a cup,

She frowns when the bright light gets in her eyes, or when she's

putting thread into z needle,

We gazed at the stranger, wondering who he was.

The campers went foraging for wood to make a fire.
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The Use of Context Clues

General Review

Read the following scntences. Try to give the meaning of the
underlined word in Thai. Then write down the kind of context clue
in that particular scnience, according to what you have learnt.
Remember that one sentence might fit into more than one types of

context clues.

1. Don't langer for a long timc at the fair. It will be too late to

gol back to our camp,

2. You cannct wueave cloth today because the loom 1s broken,

3., Mary is an orphan; her parents died when she was 2 years old.

4o After having done his work successfully, he celebrated his

accomplishment by giving a party to all his friend.

5. He used two paddleg to row a boat,

6. In artist uses a palette to mix colours on,

7. She 1s so fat that you can see the rolls under her chin,

8, Last night I took her to the doctor because she had a pang in

her stomach. I could not bear seeing her crying out in pain,

T

9. The waindmill works very well when thore 1s a regular strong wind,

10, She went nearly mad with grief after the child daed.
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The Use of Context Clues

General Revicw

Read the following s-ntences, Try to givc the meaning of the
underlined word in Thai, Then write down the kind of context clue in
that particular scentence, according to what you have learnt. Remember

that one scntence might fit into more than one types of context clues.

1. A person who loves and supporis his country is called a patriot.

2, Your statement is ambiguous, that is, 1t has more than one meanings,

3. The lcader tried to analyse the cause of our failure to see what

had gone wrong.

4. She was in gnguish until she kneu that her husband's life had been

saved,

5. The apples in my orchard werc often stolen by schoolboys.

6. Suddenly, we saw a gtag -- a beautiful animal with fine hornsg --

running by rapidly within a short distance,

7+ My associates were boys who like to fight,

8. The chemical formula for water 1s H20.

9. The air in the garden was warm and fragrant.

10. The ground was full of little hollows which could casily break

anyone's legs which got caught in them,
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Reading I

Read the story and them answer the following questions, The
underlined word 1s the word that you can guess the meaning from the context.
By sundown we were anxiously looking for a place to camp for
the night, We gathered a big pile of eucalyptus branches to have ready
for our fire, Aifter dinner we rolled up in our blankets near the' fire and
were soon asleep., JAifter a while we were awakened by very quec. sounds,
and as my friends recognized the howls as those of a jaguar, wec hastily
heaped more branches on the low fire. We played our ukuleles and sang.
By means of much light and noise we kept all creaturcs away except a few
deer and several rabbits, We fell asleep toward dawn and were not hothernd

again during our stay an the canyon,

Choose the correct answers from a, b, ¢, or d.

1. The best tatle for this story 21s a, Tiger Hunting b, & Night

in the Cenyon. c¢. Mountain Climbing d. A& Mountain Picnic
2, "gathered" means a. came together b. collected c. burnt

d. cooked
3. '"rolled up" means a. lay b. kept c. unfolded d. found
4s "queer" means a. fierce b. terrible c., strange d. low
5. '"howls" means a. cries b. appearance c¢. shadows d. voices

6, ™Jaguar" means a. beautiful amimal b, small animal

c. fierce animal d. flying animal
7. "heaped" means a. put b. picked e, f1lled d. sent
8. '"ereaturcs" means a., dangers b, fears c. enemies d. animals

9. ‘'wkuleles" means s. something like a violin or guitar b. a song
for dancing c. a kind of food d. a kind of weapon.

10. ‘'"bothered" means a. worried b, stopped ¢. harmed d, killed
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Readang I1

Read the story end then answer the following questions., The
underlined word 1s the word that you can guess 1ts meanming from the context,

George Bnd 1s trying to teach the world to eat rattlesnske meat
and like i1t, He has a snake-canning factory in southern I'lorida, where
there are a lot of rattlers.

Every part of the snake is used. It bites the ram of a glass,
which catches the poison from its fones. IThis 1s sold to drug fairmg to
make a scrum to seve the lives of persons bitten by rattlesnakes., The
skin 1s used as ornamental leather, The bones and fangs are sold to
collectors. The musk i1n ats tail 1s uspddby makers of perfume (sweet
smelling Jigquid). 01l from the gall ( V10 ) 1s sent to China Ffor treating
fever (19 ), Tho ment 1s cooked and canned or made into Smakecrecks and

packed to be sold.

1. The best title for thig story 1s a. The Dangerous Rattlosnakes
b. The Useful Rattlcsnakes ¢s The Snake-cannang Factory d. ueorge
End's factory.

2. ‘Yrattlers" means =&, rattlesnake's sounds b, rattlesnake's taills
¢. rattlesnake hunter d. rattlesnakes

3e "rim" means a. top b. edge ¢. bottom d. side

4. "fangs" means 2. heads b, tails c. teeth d. bones

5. "drug firms" means a, clinics b, hospitels c. doctors
d, phamacist's
6. "This" mcans a. fang bs polson Ce TM d. glass

which
. 'musk" means somethlng}kroduces a. rattling sound b, swect smell

¢c. o1l d. poison
8, M"treating" means a, 1ncreasing b. giving c¢. making d. stopping
9. "Snakecracks" means a. rattling sound b. cooked snake meot

¢, canned snake meat d., dried snake meat

10, '"packed" a. put together b, put into a box c. made readily

d. sent to a shop,
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Reading I1T

Read the story and then answer the questions.

The rat 1s more dangerous to man than the rrttlesnake, lion or tiger-
The rat lives in old barns and buildings. It carries or gpreads such
discases as typhus, itulercmia, rabies, ratbite fever, pneumonia, end
bubonic plague.

Rats are undegirable for other reasons. They are very destructave.
They have been known to gnaw pipes, wood, soap, fabricg, book covers,
and valuable papers. They eat just about every food man does. They kill
young chickens and even cats.

There arc over a hundred millions of these pests in the United
States, and they arc multiplvineg faster than they are being killed.
Were 1t not for their enemies, the descendants of one pair of rats would
number 350,000,000 1n three years. When a country in Texas set out to

exterminate rats, 153,720 tails were turned in durang a six week's period.

1. The most mmportant reason for killing rats 1s to protect against
a. dangerous dlseases b. loss of wvazluable papers

e¢. loss of chicken d. loss of pets.
2, Rat tails were turned in because a, they proved all rats had tails
b. they showed how many rats had boen killed, ¢, the country wanted

rat tails d. rats without tails are harmless,
3. ‘'spread" means a. cause to become more widely b, want
c. need to be cured d. destroy

4o ™yphus" and ™tulsremis means a. kinds of rats b, burldings

¢, kinds of diseases d. rat holes,
5. Mundesirable thing" means a. something wanted b. precious thaing
¢, scmething nobody wanted d. good thing

6. Mdestructive" means a. fond of sleeping b. fond of destroying

¢, fond of running ds fond of eating

7. "fabrics" means =a. books b. buildings c. money d. clothes
8. '"pests" means a. people b. cats c. rats d. chicken
9., "multiplying” means a. feeding b. inereasing in number
¢. becoming fatter d. being killed
10. '"descendants" means a. cnemics b. murdercr c. cats d. offspranzs

11, Vexterminate" means a. feed b. cure ¢c. k111 d. eat
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Reading IV

Read this story and then answer the questions.

George lived 1n a small fishing village on the Massachusetts
coast, When he was a very little boy, a careless accident made him
blind for life. But in gpite of this great handicap he learned to do
well in everything as the other boys can do. He could row and help hais
father to catch fishes and lobsters in the sea.

One summer as he was playing on the beach he heard a cry of fear,
a call for help., Immediately he jumped ainto his own little gk..f and
fearlessly rowed out towmrd the open sea to the spot where a woman who
was nearly drowned was crying for help.  Guided by her cries, George
reached her and ungided pulled her into his little boat. Then guided
anew by the cheers of those upon the shore, he brought her safely to the
land.,

So sumply and so fearlessly had he done this splendid deed that
he found it hard to understand why the onlookcrs crowded about him with
words of praise or why a few days later a great daily newspaper should

give him a thousand dollars,

l. The best title for this story is a. &4 Brave Dead b. 4 Summer
afternoon ¢, & Grateful Woman d. 4 Gheerful Crowd

2. This gtory 1s about how a ...... a. boy lost his eyesight b, blaind
boy learned to swim c. boy helped his father d. boy saved =
woman's life,

3. M"for life" means ... a, t111 he dies b. about life
c. for a while d, before long

4o "handicap" means ... a. advantage b, disadvantage ¢. suffer
d. happiness

5. "lobsters" means... 2. animals b. waves c. ships

d. sea plants

6. "skiff" means... a. Oar b. sail ¢c. boat d. ska
7. "drovmed" means... a. wetted b, died in water c. got wet
d. sank

8., '"unaided" means... a., finally b, without help c. quickly
d. could not help

9. Manew" means... a. casily b. suddenly c. sometimes 4, again

10, ‘'onlookers" means... a. persons who look od at something hoppening
b. persons .who are always checrful ¢, persons who ery for help
d. persons who shout loudly
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Readang V,

Read the story and then answer the questions.
One morning in December, 194l-hundreds of Japanese planes filled
the sky over Pearl Harbor and its nearby gar faields. Some of them
attacked air fieclds, setting af.re their long rows of airplanes. Other
dropped bombs on ship and geaplanes. The great batteshap "Lirizona" was
blown up. Back and forth the planes flew, dropping bombs and spraying
bullets.
Our officers and men ran or mgltored to their stations at breakneck
'ggggg.;;Some drove cars onto air fields to prevent a landing t.um the azir,
-"OtHer wrenched machine guns from burning planes. Our guns began to fire
from ships and shore Enemy planes trailing smoke and flames, dropped from
the sky. Two of our land planes succeeded into the air and headed for a
group of a dozen Japanese planes. Three of the twelve were shot down
quickly. The fourth fled toward the sea, but was caught five miles out and
driven smoking into the ocean. 4 few more of our planes took off into
the air, but most of them crappled on the air fields, would never fly ogain .
1, The beginning of the war was... a. expected b, a joke
¢. unexpected d. welcomed,

2., Mair fields" means a. villages b. warships ¢. harbors
d. arr forces

3. "seaplanes" means a. warships b, fishing boats ¢, aeroplanes
d. submarines,

4e  M"battleship... a. warships b. fishing boats c¢. aeroplanes

d. submarines.

5. Mas blown up" means a. was bombed b, fired machine guns
¢. left the harbor d. was ready to faight.
6. "spraying bullets" a. firing a lot of bullects. b. using

machine guns cs dropping bullets d. fairing the cannons
7. "motored" means a. went by baicycle
b, went by ship c¢. went by car d. went guickly
8, "at breakneck speed" means... a, immediately b. soon c. at once
d. very quickly
9. '"wrenched" means a., fared b. kept c. pulled d. lost
10, ‘Yerippled means a. were burnt out b, were lost

C. Were under repalr d. became useless things

LI IR B SRR B I S R B R Y
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