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This research is intended to study the informal relationships in the Police
Department - how they are developed, how they can be categorized, and how such
relationships change in according to the economic, social and political situations. The
methodology used in this research is qualitative and the information used is derived from

in-depth interviews with police officials.

The findings show that informal relationships in the Police Department are based
on the Thai value system ,social organization system in the Police Department and the
power system outside of the Police Department. Ways of developing such informal
relationships include personal services or gift offerings from the junior officer to his
superior, as well as taking on special assignments in the superior’s section. The junior
officer may also try to gain his superior’s acceptance by petitioning with the superior’s

contacts or by soliciting support from a higher ranking officer than the superior.

Thfi}nformal relationship in the Police Department can be categoriged into three
I}aﬁems relationship based on kinship, relationship based on sponsorship, and relationship
based on politics. Such relationships change according to the economic, social and political
situat:ion. However, the kinship-based relationships are not likely to change very much,
while sponsorship-based relationships requiring offerings of valuable gifts are increasing ,

and sponsorship-based relationships likely to end when the superior ceases to be in power.

The politically-based relationships are currently the most,prominent kind in today’s
"

environment. [/
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