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Nition Pornumpaisakul. (2006). Aesthetics in Atthakatha Vessantara Jataka.

M.A. Thesis (Thai). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
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Vespada, Ajarn Supak Mahavarakorn.

This research aimed to study the aesthetic value of Atthakatha Vessantara

Jataka in the aspects of language use and literary composition of rasa. The study
was descriptively analyzed.

The findings revealed that three kinds of language use were employed to
create aesthetic value in Atthakatha Vessantara Jataka namely word selection, use
of figure of speech and symbolic representation. Word selection was used to
express emotions and feelings of characters, to bring out vivid acting and manners
of characters and to show characteristic as well as personality of characters. Use
of figure of speech, employing simile and personification as a comparison, aimed
to facilitate readers to understand the story and theme of Jataka easily. They can
also perceive they real emotions and feelings of the characters. Symbolic
representation, shown through characters and scenes, was used to express concepts
and the essence of Dhamma in Buddhism. Actually, it was a tradition of pali
literature to impart to readers the message of virtue and evil. From reading
Atthakatha Vessantara Jataka, the readers will be able to make a clear distinction

between good and bad.

As Atthakatha Vessantara Jataka is of pali literature, the analysis of rasa
is based on Subhodhalankara documentation, which categorize pali literary rasa
into 9 rasas.

However, only 6 rasa’ were found outstanding. The six rasas were Santa-
Rasa, the rasa of peace; Sinkhala-rasa, the rasa of love appreciation ; Karuna-rasa,
the rasa of mercy and forgiveness ; Abhiita-rasa, the rasa of miraculous wonder ;
Vira-rasa, the rasa of bravery ; and Vibaca-rasa, the rasa of revulsion. Of all rasas,
Santa-rasa is the most important rasa in pali literature. It is the rasa that aims for
readers to get fulfillment and joyful experience as if they were enlightened for
righteousness while readings Atthakatha Vessantara Jataka.
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