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This thesis aims at studying the social status and the roles of

Chao and Phrai in Lanna Society, in 2427 B.E., the year the Bangkok

government began to rule Lanna until 2476 B.E., when the Monthon Thesapiban

Administration ended. This thesis points out the main factors that caused
the changes in social status and roles of both Chac and Phrai,

including the outcome of these changes.

In the research find that the central government has reformed the
Lanna administration and annexed Lanna as part of the Thai kingdom by
gradually reducing the socio-economic and political power of the ruling
Chao , such as the abolition of the Phrai system and the slave system.
While the introduction of modern education, the development of means of
transportation and the change of economic system towards market-oriented

production caused the Chao and commoners to their social status and roles.

And amidst these changes, Lanna social mobility increased. These
socio - economic and political changes mean the changes in the ways of life
both for Chao and commoners. They became more westernized and the western

impact, came via Bangkok.

Thus, Lanna was then somewhere between modernization and tradition,

but. later, the former tendency seems to overwhelm.
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