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The purpose of this research was to design a professional nursing curriculum

of the nursing colleges authorized by the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) in
the next 10 years during 1997 - 2006. The research process was devided into 4 steps.
Step 1 was document research to analyse the socio - economic and cultural change that
effected the health care system and characteristics of nursing profession. Step 2 was
also document research to evaluate the role of nursing colleges and the purposes of
the nursing education of the MOPH. Step 3 was designing the professional nursing
curriculum for the next 10 years by using Ethnographic Delphi Futures Research
technique. Step 4 was the feasibility study for the curriculum administration in
6 dimensions : time, place, resources, organization, procedures and outcome.

The research finding showed that the health care system was changing in
many ways which imposed the requirement for the three competencies of the future
professional nurses namely : professional competency for nursing services,
academic competency for inquiry and self development, and universal competence
for quality of life in the changing world. In the next 10 years MOPH will still
produce professional nurses with the target at 40,410 nurses for the health care system.

The outcome ‘of the research design for the professional nursing curriculum
in the next 10 years was that the curriculum would still be subject - based.
The philosophy of the curriculum showed the outstanding of 4 main integrated
concepts : human, environment, health and nursing, and also focused on buddhism
pﬁilosophy which emphasized the buddhist way of learning that was the
learner centered with trust and wisdom. There were 11 objectives which identified
the competencies of professional nurse that related to social expectation. The curriculum
structure was composed of 148 credits in total which included general education courses
46 credits, basic professiénal courses 22 credits, professional courses 74 credits and the
clectives courses 6 credits. The learning experiences focused on self - directed learning

by using information technology. The curriculum evaluation required several formats and
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emphasized continual assessment related to the teaching leaming process and graduate

follow-up study.

This developed curriculum could be implemented with the six dimensions of

curriculum administration related to the mission of the nursing colleges.
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