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Achara Wimolkiat . (2004). Developing Students’ English Reading Comprehension
through Cooperative Learning : Group Investigation Technique. Master's Project,
M.A. (Teaching English as a Foreign Language). Bangkok : Graduate School,

Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor : Ajarn Koolatip Rohitratana.

The purpose of this study was to develop Matthayom Suksa S students’ English
reading compréhension by using the Group Investigation Technique and to study the
students’ attitude towards using the Group Investigation Technique.

The sample for this study was 20 Matthayom Suksa 5 students, during the second

semester of the academic year of 2003 from Chamnan- Samakkhi Witthaya School,

ambon Klongpoon, Amphoe Klaeng, Rayong who were chosen by simple random sampling.
The study was carried out for’ 20 fifty-minute periods.

The instruments used in this study consisted of lesson plans, the pretest and
posttest, 4 summative tests, the group work observation form and the students’ attitude
questionnaire. The mean; percentage and t-test for dependent samples were used as
statistical methods.

The results of this study revealed that

1. The students’ English reading comprehension was significantly increased at
the .01 level.
2. The students’ attitude towards using the Group Investigation Technique was good

with the mean at 4.34 rating scale evaluation.
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4. @1M190871i589919 LATAITLAN 7 AniFasheula
5. #aN170a7U uarlsuiivAliaGasiaudiula
6. 1NN RNIENANNIV IBTuUaNAAsBIuiudssauntsaliAN e
S 0 o’ F § S -
ajdledn Anuzassannmdrlalunigain Ae Annauisaludunisulanany
= | ::' é'ﬂ'.l I 1/ 3/ g " 1/ N
AAN  1818AN RUgEUasiaalTUssaunisadianaanuaslun1san  wasfiaadla
L = = 2 v = o’ a 9 o
NMeEredgidsw faendugliuy wielpssaivrastadon  duilluasdlssnauddnyaes

" =ll ¢ 2 I = oy #::l- -EEF:
NI1781UNT8 NS E I RNUTLANTNINNINEITU

::‘ Y oS )
1.4 asrUsznaundadsuatnaulalunisadu

g ' N o ' R L 3 =] oy oy, 3:-
At lalunnsanunadiuialaaasnisau nisaruldetinafidss&ndnnwaiu
AeveRnaIRlsznaulatinety 9aTWda (Woolfolk: 1990 : 320) Wiaauifiudnesstsznay
1 ' ' B }
Ayt lidanininaudilaludsidununa  nslddaunsenintanadsnsesldlu
o s s ' -==i ' 2 '
nsnANdlafuRangu ldu
1. N1TDIUBIAUUNIE LA TINYDILNETY
n1slransIANalunisa I saniuLneu
ns3anaulaANAATYIBILNEIY
1/ EI:-=; o © =4 '
nsiAMNFIneanuA@aNUsElaAsNa o

o % & i
NTUNANTIANN LT

@ o0 A W N

NISAAITNAINLITUN

Qs o e

NALNY (Goodman. 1971:25) na1991 tasaatAuvdos linnsaudrzauminy

AFadl 3 1sznng Aadl



10
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TUATNITOUIANAAINNFAII] 37
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adnnsAne i ldWmuiiusduunsingeg aasmsBausundaniia udouunldlunnsis
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ANAARWTII WAL
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o o
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2.2.4 auInnguivineslun1svineungy (Small Group Skills) uasd
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2.4 suuuunsiFauruusania
= 1 — ] =Il = o -=l' 1/
nasiFEuLLUSINdalsluuusiT  AARAINnIsANaadnnIsAnEn LA

a .==i st & Qe = é’ = ] )
Bn1ead  aunranazaaulasin lllflunnsdantsTaunIsaauiiauItINmIN AN

AN MU ZANNTUAN TN

]

AmmiugtuuunisGauuuudoniandanldl 8 sUuuy (gsAnA  wsiuNNan.

9,
g =i

2535 :97) M

1. STAD : Student Achievement Divisions (Slavin. 1986) ﬂm%ﬂ'l.unzju
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2. TGT : Teams - Games - Tournament (DeVries & Slavin. 1978) annau
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/
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8. Gl : Group Investigation (Sharan and Sharan. 1980 . 1989) Ax"TN
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Love on the Internet

Caught

his Californian lifestyle,

Taria Ahmed found the

perfect way to arrange his
own mamage — by finding
a wife an the Web. Along
with thousands of other
young Asians, the 27-year-
old Silicon Valley computer
‘expert tumed to
growing number of Intemet
sites dedicated to finding
a suitable husband or wife.

Bom in London to
a Pakistani father and
Austrain  mother, Mr.
Ahmed, a designer of Web
pages, had little difficulty
producing his own site. He
admits that, like all his
Pakistani fnends in the
US.A, he had to do
something about his love

life. "My dad has become S

extremely conservative
over the years, and he just
wanted me to manry a
Pakistani girl,” he said.

between 3
his traditional family and be

h.-_-.

the 4

3o

: o /’- ]
- el S 1)

She _tumed out. to
26-year-old” Juliana

Gidwani.
advertisement - on- the
Matrimonial Link. They
marned last year near her
home. The wedding
pictures, of course; were
immediately posted on the
Web.

“The Intemet isn't
ideal because you have to
use e-mails and when you
are talking in text you are
only getting a bit of
information.”™ Ahmed
added that e-mails can't
show two people whether
there is chemistry between
them. Luckily, he and his
bnde discovered they did
have chemistry after they
spent some time getting to
know each other.

Speed and control
are what 1S important in e-
mail relationships.
Websites and e-mail
addresses allow peopie to

From : Strategic READING 1 Building Effective Reading Skills

A0 TALs THy
BIOHQL:

She saw _his.

choose the level of
anonymity they wish to
keep. They also can select
people who live far away.

6 Sara, 27, was bom
in India and i1s studying in
the U.S.A.  After her
parents’ matchmaking
attempts failed, she began
her own search. She
registered with the Intemet
agency Al Indian
Matrimonials. She had
many replies and quickly
found a potential husband.
“He's a doctor, a real
golden boy with a flood of
proposals from  good
famihes, which his parents
have gone nuts trying to
get him to accept.”
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Before you read
Check ( / ) the statements you agree with.

A good thing about looking for a spouse on the Intemetisthat.............
........... 1. you can get to know a person completely.

.en........2. you can find out easily if you and the other person have chemistry.
........... 3. you can get responses quickly.

. eeeeennn 4 YOU are in control.

........... 5. if you wan{, vour identity can be completely anonymous, or pﬁvéie.

........... 6. there is more choice.

Scan the text to find the advantages of looking for a spouse on the Intemet. Then read
the whole text.

After you read

A. Complete the summary.

Tarig Ahmed was bom in London . He was hving In when he
decided to look for a wife on the Intemet. He was _old at the time. His
website was with an Intemet agency called . Through the
Internet, he met and married __ . She was old at the time.
Sara was bom in . | and is living in

tried to find a spouse for her but didn't succeed. She is using an intemet agency

called

B. Check ( / ) the statements that are true.

..-......... 1 It was important for Tariq to marry someone of the same background.
e 2. 120Q and his wife are happily married.

eeeneee3. Tarig's father was happy about Tariq's marmiage.

....eneennd ltis important for Sara to marry someone from the same country.

.............. 5. Sara got mamied.

C. Answer these questions.

1. What are disadvantages of marrying someone you meet on the Internet?

What are the advantages of using the Intemet to meet a spouse?



:
2. Imagine you are going to list information about yourseif on the Intermet.

What will you say about yourself?

3. How important is it for you to marry someone from the same country? Why?

70
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Help on the Internet

One day, 12-year-old Sean Redden
logged on to the Intemet. He went to a
popular chat room called Glenshadows
Tavemn. There weren’t any people in the
chat room. Just as he was about to sign
off and do something else, he saw the
name of someone he'd never seen there
before, Susan Hicks. Her brief message
was “Would someone help me?”

Sean typed back, *What's wrong?” A
moment later he received this message,

“| can’t breathe. Help me! | can’t feel my -

left side. | can’t get out of my chair.”

Oh, man, Sean thought. Pretending to
be paralyzed was a bad joke. Then he
wondered, What if she really is sick?
I've got fo help. “Hey, Mom,” he called.
“there's a kid here who's sick or
something.”

Sharon Redden looked at the computer
screen. “lt's not just some game, is it?”
she asked.

The message was not a joke. "Susan
Hicks” was actually 20-year-old Taija
Laitinen, a student working fate at night
at a college library near Helsinki, Finland
— almost 7,000 miles away from Sean's
home in Texas. While searching the
Internet, she began to feel terrible pain
all through her body. What could she
do? The library was silent and empty.
The nearest phone was oulsigde in the
hallway. She couldn’t move that far. Any
movement caused the pain to get worse.

Then she realized that she might get
help on the Internet. But how? Taija
sometimes practiced her English in
Glenshadows Tavem. As the pain got
worse, she logged on using her Web
name and began typing her message
for help.

“I don’t think it's a joke, Mom.” Sean
said. He looked at Susan’s Ilast
message, and he typed, "Where are
you?" After a long pause, the letters
appeared:. “Finland.” Sean and Sharon
couldn’'t believe it. Not knowing what
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else to do, Sharon called the local
police.

Sharon explained the situation to officer

Amy Schmidt. Schmidt told Sharon to try

to get the sick girl's phone number.

Sean asked several times for the gitrl's
phone number and location. Finally, a
message with her number and address
came back. Texas police called the
intemational telephone operator and
asked to be connected to the proper
agency - in  Finland. The call was
transferred to a nearby rescue station.
The Texas police explained the situation
and gave Susan'’s address to the Finnish
operator. When Sean heard that, he
typed, “Help is on the way.”

il
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10 in a few minutes, Taija heard people

11

running down the hallway outside the
door. Suddenly, the door opened.
Emergency  workers and three
policemen ran In. Taja tumed once
more to the computer, “They are here.
Thanks. Bye-bye.” ;

Four days later, the police in Texas rec
eived a message from officers in
Finland: “Thanks to her Intemmet friend,
Taija had received medical treatment
she badly needed and is doing well.”

From : Strategic READING 1 Building Effective Reading Skills
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Before you read

Look at these words and phrases from the text. What do you think happens in the
story?

chat room Mom Web name International operator
“What's wrong?” college hbrary Finland emergency workers
paralyzed feel terrible pain  local police medical treatment
Reading

Scan the text to check your prediction. Then read the whole text.

After you read
A. Number the sentences from 1 (first event) to 10 (last event).

........... a. Texas police called the international operator. ,

........... b. Sean’s mother called the police in Texas.

........... c. Sean logged on to his computer.

........... d. Sean began receiving messages from someone named “Susan”.

ern... €. “Susan” heard footstegs outside her door.

eeeenennnes 1o S€2N fOUNd out where “Suéan" was.

........... g. The intemational operator connected Texas police to the police in
Finland.

........... h. Sean shoed his mother that someone on the Iintemet was asking for
help.

...eeeeene b S€EN entered a chat room.

...eeeeeee o O€AN rECEIVEd @ Message that said that help had amived.

B. Correct the mistake in each statement.

Didn't belfeve
1. At first, Sean I:Blie'céd the person sending the message for help was realily sick.

2. Susan Hicks was a friend of Taija Laitinen.

3. Susan was in a chat room that day to practice her English.



3

4. Susan didn’t phone for help because there was no telephone in the building.

5. Sean didn't know help was coming before Susan toid him help had amved.

6. Susan got medical treatment for an illness that was not seriose.

C. Answer these questions.

1.

What do you think the Texas police thought when they received the call from
Sean's mother? Why do you think they decided to take the phone call seriously?
Do you think Sean and Taija still communicate with each other? Why or why not?

Do you use the Intemet to practice English? If so, how? If not, would you like to?
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Count me out

Call me old-fashioned.
Call me old. Call me what
you want, but 1 refuse to
become part of this new
Internet world.

| do not possess a
computer at home or at the
office. Actually, | stopped
going to an office 35 years
ago, when all com-
munications were done in
a- relaxed manner, with a
pen, a typewriter, or , if the
matter was of world-
shaking importance, over
the telephone. Likewise, if
you liked something
advertised in a newspaper
Oor magazine, you visited
the shop selling it at the
given address, oOr you
phoned the number
shown. Then you spoke to
a fellow human and asked
for further details.

Tell me what you think’
of the following ad that”

appeared the other day in
the newspaper. It was for a
cure for cancer and this is
what it said: "Awareness is
the key. Visit spfulford.com
at the awareness site.”
There was no address or
telephone number for the
site. SO what do
unfortunate people without
a computer do if they are
seeking a cure for their
iness’

There are, | ma told,
certain advantages in
having access to the latest
marvel of the age, the
Internet. | have no idea

how it works, but you can,
for example, send love
message across the world
or event get mamed to
someone that you meet

-online. This Dbit doesn't

interest me; | have been
happily mamed for 60
vears. There are, of
course, other activities for
Internet users besides
finding love. They can pay
bills, order grocenes, or
discuss illnesses with their
doctor.

& And this is by no
means all. More amazing
things are yet to come in
the near future. | read a
newspaper report recently
that quoted  Stephen
Hawking, an important
British  scientist.  “The
complexity of a computer
as it exists today is
probably less than the
brain of an earthworm,” he
said. "But, as technology
advances, computers will
become more complex,
and a time may come
when the iIntemet may

From : Strategic READING 1 Building Effective Reading Skills

develop 'consciousness.’
In other words, the intemet
will be able to think have
feelings, and may well be
able to act on its own.”

S If Professor Hawking
is right, | may change my
attitude about computers.
As | grow older each day, |
would like a gadget that
not cnly thinks for me but
also accepts responsibility
for all my mistakes.

Quotation marks
(“ *) show that a word
has a special meaning in
a specific context that is a
litle different from the
meaning in the dictionary.

For example.The meaning
of consciousness IS
“ability to think, have
feelings and to act on
one’'s own.”
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Before you read

Count me out means “don't include me.” Check { / ) the statement that you think best

expresses the writer's opinion.

........... 1. There are many things people can do on the Intemet.
......eeen.2. PEOPlE will be able to do more things on the Intemet in the future.
...n..-3. The writer can live without the Intemet.

.........4. There is nothing good about the intemet.

Reading
Skim the text to check your prediction. Then read the whole text.

After you read
A. What is the writer's attitude toward the Intemet? Check {./ ) the correct answer.

.......... 1. angry ceeeeeeaae 3. SArCastic

........... 2. sad etz 4. Serious

B. Find the words in falics in the reading. Then complete the sentences.

Old-fashioned (par.1) cure (par.3) complex (par.5)" attitude (par.6) gadget (par.6)

1. Acaris not a simple machine. Many people don't realize cars ére S0 complex.

2. ThiS viiiviiiiiivnens will help you remember to do things. It's useful machine.

3. People say | have the wrong ..................., but | think my opinion s rnight.

4. Mychildrensayl'm .................. . They think that my ideas are from the past.
5. Toobadthereisnta................ for the iliness. Doctors can't help everybody.

C. Answer these questions.

1. Which of the wnter's points do you agree and/ or disagree with?
2. What do you think computers will never be able to do for people?
3. Inwhat ways do computers and intemet have a negative effect on society?

In what ways do they have a positive effect?
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Ten easy ways to make friends

It's hard to make friends if you stay home 8 Consistency is something people iook for

alone all the time. Get out of the house
and do things that will put you in touch
with other people. Join a club or play a
sport. Attend meetings of neighborhood
associations or other groups. it's easier
to make friends when you have similar
interests.

Leamn from people at school or work who
seem to have lots of friends. Observe
how they make and keep friends. Don't
imitate all of the things they do, but try to
notice what they do. Then try some of
those things yourselff.

Don't be afraid to show people what
you're really good at. Talkk about the
things you like and do best. Don't hide
your strong points. People will be
interested in you if there is something
interesting about you.

Plan things to talk about with peopie.
Find out what's in the newspaper
headings, listen to the top CDs, leamn
about what's new with your favonte TV or
movie star. The more you-have to say,
the more people will be interested in
having a conversation with you.

Look people in the eye when you talk to
them. That way, they'll find it easier to
talk to you. It's difficult to have a
conversation with people whose eyes are
looking to the left, to the right, at the
floor- anywhere but in the other person’s
face. People may think you're not
interested in them and may stop being
interested in you.

Be a good listener. Let people talk about
themselves before talking about “me, me
me.” Ask lots of questions. Show an
interest in their answers. This alone wili
make people want to be your friend.

Once you start to get to know someone,
don't be friendly one day and then too
shy to talk the next day. Be consistent.

in friends.

Have confidence in yourself. Don't be
self-critical all the time. This wiil only
make the process more difficuit. Think of
your good qualities. People are attracted
to those with self-confidence.

Try to make friends: with the kind of
people you really like, respect, and
admire — not just with those who are easy
to meet. Be friendly with a lot of people.
That way, you'll have a bigger group of
people to choose from and have greater
10 chances for making friends.

After you make a new friend, keep him or
her by being a good friend. Treat your
friend as you would like him or her to
treat you. Be loyal, caring, and
supportive. Your friend will treat you the
same way.

From : Strategic READING 1 Building Effective Reading Skills



Before your read

Write down three pieces of advice you think you will read in the text.

Reading
Scan the text to check your predictions. Then read the whole text.

After you read
A. What advice in the article do these people need to follow? Write the comect number

for each person.

......... a. Tony is never sure what to taltk about when he meets peopie.

......... b. Rose wants to know why her classmate, Cindy, is so good at making
friends.

.v.erne.. C. When Pedro feels un;:omfortable taltking to someone, he starts to look
away.

......... d. Abby doesn’t always say nice things about her new frniend, James.

.eeen.... @.Terry wants to be friends with the most popular girl in class because

everyone else likes her.
......... f. Adam stays home every Saturday night and watches videos.
......... g. Jill often asks herself, “Why would anyone want to be my friend?”
......... h. Benson is a terrific dancer, but he never telis anyone about it.
......... i. Martha always talks about herself.
......... j. Max talks to a girl in his algebra class on Monday, but on Tuesday he's

afraid to say "Hi.”

B. Find the words in italics in the reading. Circle the meaning of each word.

1. When you are put in touch with other people, youl touch other people.

{par.1)
2. When you observe something, you write it down / watch it. (par.2)

3. When you imitate something, you look at / copy it. (par.2)
4. Your strong points are good / bad things about you. (par.3)
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5. When you are consistent, you do things in different ways/the same way. (par.7)

6. When you admire someone, ydu have a good opinion of / love the person.
(par.9)

7. When you treat someone well, you are happy to-be with / nice to the person.

" {par.10)

C. Answer these questions.

1. What advice in the article do you think is the most helpful?
2. Do you disagree with any of the advice in the article?
3. What other advice would you give to someone who wanted to make more

friends?
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Best friends

Men and women share the exact same view of a best friend — a person who is
always there for you. Your best friend is someone you can depend on to share your
happiness, suffer through your worries, or lesson your sorrow. As one man put it, “To
me, a best friend is somebody that you call if you're on the expressway and get a flat
tire at 3:00 AM. and you've been toid it's four i
hours until a tow truck can be sent. Your friend T~ .
says, "Tell me exactly where you are, and Vi
come ang get you.”

A great variety of factors play into the birth
of a best friendship - the age and
circumstances under whish people meet, what .
first attracts them, why they remain close, and
how they fill each other's needs. Yet | found the
dominant themes that define a best friend were
remarkably similar across the broadest range of
expernences.

Safety was a word | heard over and over. A
best friend is a safe harbor, a guaranteed
comfort zone. You never have to  explain
yvourself to best friends because they really,
reaily know who you are. With best friends, you
can be who vou are. You can cry too hard or -
laugh too loud and never worry what they'll think
of you because best friends are nonjudgmental.
They will give you advice if you want it and a
kick in the pants if you need it, but best friends
will not judge you or make you ashamed of your
behavior. A best friend gives you what you expect from a parent and don’'t always get :
unconditional love.

Best friends are loyal and trustworthy. A best friend is a person to whom you can
tel your most embarrassing, revealing, and damaging personal secrets with the full
confidence they will never be repeated. Best friends can deliver brutally honest
answers in the most gentle fashion.

Finally, best friends are the family you choose. They love you because they want
to, not because they have to. And for many people, a best friend becomes the brother
or sister they'd always wanted, but never had.

A man | knew asked his dying mother, “What has been the most important thing in
your life?” He fully expected her to say her husband, her children, or her family.
Instead, without 2 moment’s hesitation, she replied sweetly, “My friends.”

From : Strategic READING 1 Building Effective Reading Skills
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Before you read

Look at these expressions from the text. Then check ( / ) what you think the text will
be about.

someone you can depend on a kick in the pants
a safe harbor will not judge you
never have to expiain yourself unconditional love

............... 1. The writer talks about how she met her best friend.
............... 2. Different people talk about the difference between a friend and a best
friend.

............... 3. The writer talks about the qualities of a best friend.

Reading
Skim the text to check your prediction. Then read the whole text.

After you read

A. Check { /) the statements that are true.

.......... 1. Best friends always help when-there is a problem.

.......... 2. Best fnends have similar interests.

.......... 3. Best friends really know each other.

.......... 4. People know their best friend will not tell anybody their secrets.
..........D. Best fnends don't have arguments.

.......... 6. Best friends are like family.

B. Read the complete sentences in the text again. Then check (/) the cormrect column.
Main Supporting
idea information

1. Men and women .... There for you. (par.1)

“To me, a best friend ... come and get you.” (par.1)

You can cry ... are nonjudgmental. (par.3)

With best friends, ... who you are. (par.3)

Best friends ... trustworthy. (par.4)

@ & & W Db

A best friend ... never be repeated. (par.4)
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C. Answer these questions.

1. How long have you known your best friend (or a good friend)?

2. How did you meet this friend? What do you remember about the first time you

met? Why do you think you are so close?

3. Which of the qualities mentioned in this article are true about your relationship

with your best friend?
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LULNAFRLIAATINITN IR TUNISTUMBEIDINQHNBUNASURINITNAADY

ar o cE
fusTsandnu s 5 1981 1 ol ASUUULAN 30 AZUUY
Directions : R followi and choose the best answer.(items 1-30)

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Editorial D. 5 . Fashions p.38
Cartoon and Jokes p.10 : Brides p.41
- Horoscope p.31 . World Business D.43
Letterbox n.32 ; Food 0.45
Readers’ Problem  p.34 : TV Programes p.56
Readers' Market n.35 , Sport D.64

1. Which page would Tom find out who won the Middle weight World Champion Title?
a. Page 31
b. Page 32
c. Page 56
. d. Page 64
| 2. What d? you expect to read on page 327
| a. How to make a little box.
b. The address of the magazine.
Cc. Llettersto fhe editor.
d. Places where letters can be posted.
3. Where would Mary look if she wanted to find a recipe for making desserts?
In the sectioncalled ....................
a. Readers’ Problem
b. Readers' Market
c. Food

d. Letterbox
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4. Linda has just turmned to page 41. What might she find?

a. A photograph of a wedding and its description.
b. A comment on a singer's performance.
C. An announcement about a social weifare issue.
d. A card game which she can enjoy.
5. Sirt is a dressmaker. Which page is relevant to her career?
a. 31
b. 35
c. 38
d. 43
Passage 2

Modem society produces tons of unwanted, apparently useless, waste
material.

Every day we throw away tin cans, bottles, cardboard boxes, old clothes, motor cars —
in short, rubbish. People have realize that if thé an.iorld is not to become a rubbish dump
something must be done. We must both reduce the amount of packaging used and
recycle what can be re-used -~ even if it appears in a different form. Do we really need
. coffee in glass jars? Cr chocolates in cardboard boxes weighing as much as the
chocolates? Why can't the metal from old cars be used in making new metal products?
Already in some places the energy produced by buming so-called rubbish is being
used to provide heating for blocks of flats, while paper is being made from old rags or
old paper bags. But more must be dome not only for ourselves but also for our chiidren,

for it is their future which we are endangering.

From : Modem English Examination Practice

- 6. The world may become a rubbish dump because ......................
a. Waste maternial is beautiful.
b. No one is interested in waste material.
c. Too much waste matenal is being destroyed.

d. Vast amounts of waste material are continually being produced.



7. What can be done to reduce the amount of waste material being produced?
a. We have to use less energy.
b. New products must be produced.
c. We just reduce the amount of packing.
d. The amount of packaging can be reduced and re-usable material recycled.
8. Why daoes the writer talk about “so-called rubbish™?
a. Because the rubbish is called so.
b. Because waste material is useless.
c. Because it is rubbish only for a short while.
d. If waste matenal can be re-used, then it is not really rubbish.
9. In what ways is rubbish being recycled?
a. Rubbish is used to be sold for money.
b. Rubbish can be exported as fertilizer.
¢c. We use rubbish as fertilizer.
d. Rubbish is being bumt to procide heating.
10.Give the synonym of “endangernng”
a. nsking h
b. entering
C. encouraging

d. encountering
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Happy Birthday to us! The Friendship Page is
three years old today.

When | was sixteen years old, | wanted to help
people in my community. | called people at
newspapers and social service organizations,
but they just laughed! They said, “You are only
sixteen! You are too young to help. There is
nothing you can do.”

S0 | decided to go online. Age isn’t important on
the Intemet. | leamed how to make a website.
Then | started The Friendship Page. | chose
“fiendship™ because friendship is important io
everyone. | also wanted to make the internet a
friendlier place. My goal is to give something
good to the world.

Today, | am nineteen years old. The Friendship Page is getting more and more popular.

it is very easy to use. Now maore than

1,300 people visit this website everyday. That's

428,000 people in the first three years!

The Fnendship Page has fun information about friends and friendship. People can meet
new friends. They can get advice about friendship. Also, there are quotes, poetry,
songs, wnting, humor and more. The poetry page is the most popular.

Friends and volunteers help me. The Friendship Page is a lot of work, but we enjoy it.

In the future | want The Fnendship Pa
with quotes about fnendsmp Maney
Page going.

- -~

ge to grow. For example,-| want to make a book
from the book will help to keep The Friendship

If you are interested in friendship and The Friendship Page, please read more!

social service organizations . a group that helps people

From : North Worth

11. What suitable title of this passage would be?

a. The Relationshipl

b. The Friendship Page !s Three Years Old!

c. The Social Service Organizatio

d. The Important on the Intemetl

ns!t

12. Why did the writer start The Friendship Page?

a. She wanted to start a business.

b. She wanted to make new friends.

c. She wanted to do something good for people.

d. She wanted to finish the relatio

nship between her and her boy friend.
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13. What goal does the writer have for the future?
a. She wants The Friendship Page to grow.
b. She wants The Friendship Page to make a ot of money.
c. She wants people to help her with The Friendship Page.
d. She wants people in her community to make a ot of money.
14. According to the passage, what is the wnter's purpose?
a. To present how to set The Friendship Page.
b. To show the aim of The Friendship Page.
c. To inform how to make a website.
d. To make more friends and volunteers.
15. The passage does not say but it makes you think that ....................
a. Nooneis too old to leam.
b. No man is without happiness.
c. Where's there a will there's a way.
d. Everything must have a beginning.

Passaqge 4
The Industrial Revolution brought great changes in both England and the

United States. Many workers were needed to work on the new machines. People from
the country went 10 the cities to ﬁnd jobs in factories.

Sometimes these factory workers were not well treated. Their working days
were very long. Their pay was small. The bosses did not listen to the demands of one or
two workers. In America, the workers began to band together into groups called “labor
unions”. These groups were the first unions in the world.

A labor union could demand better working conditions. If its demands were not
met, the people in the union would not work. They went “on strike” until they had what
they wanted.

At first, unions were small groups in their own cities. If they had strikes that did
not work, the unions fell apart. Next, all the unions in a city grouped together. All the

people in all the unions were able to help one another.
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At last, unions from all over the country banded together into very large groups.
Then the unions were a more powerful group. People felt that they had help when they

asked for better working conditions.

From : Reading for concept by William Liddle, 1992

16. The suitable title of this passage is :
a. On strike
b. Labor Unions
c. Industnal Revolution
d. Workers in England and the United States.
17. On the whole, this story is about ..............
a. the growth of labor unions
b. working conditions in factones
C. worker:s in England and tr;e United States
d. striking for longer holidays
18. The story does not say so, but it makes you think that .. .............
a. people on strike did notbelong to a union
b. the United States had labor unions before other countnes’
c. labor unions were good for factory workers
d. labor unions were formed to help one or two workers
19. Why did so many peopie find jobs in factories?
a. People didn't like to live in the countryside.
b. The factories paid their workers a lot of money.
c. The factories needed lots of workers.
d. New machines required few workers but paid high salanes.
20. What is the wniter trying to do in this passage?
a. To change your opinion about the union.
b. To give you information about why unions started.
c. To stop you joining a labor union.

d. To entertain you.
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Passage 5

A beautiful red sunset, the colors warm and glowing, is one of the
loveliest sights we can image. And sometimes, when we look at it we might say, “See
how red the sun is!”

But, of course, we know that the sun itself hasn't become red or changed
in any way. It merely looks that way to us at that particular time of day. In fact, at that
very moment people are looking at that same sun thousands of miles to the west and it
doesn’t look red to them at all.

What produces the colors of a sunset is the distance that the sunlight
must travel through our atmosphere. The fower it is, the more of our earth's atmosphere
does that light through.

But first, let's remind us that sunlight is a mixture of light of all colors.
Normmally, this mixture of light appears as white t0 our eyes. But the atmosphere has
molecules of air, dusi. water, vapor, and other impurities present in it. As the light
passes through them, different colors are scattered by these particles. Now, it so
happens our atmosphere scattered out violet, blue, and green light more than it does
the reds and yellows. So when the sun is low, this scattering leaves more reds and
yellows for us to see and we have a reddish sunset. |

By the way, this scattering of light also explains why the sky fooks blue.
Violet and blue light have short waves and are scattered about 10 times more than red
light waves by our atmosphere. This means that the red rays go straight through our
atmosphere, while the blue waves don’t come through our atmosphere, while the blue
waves don't come through directly but are scattered by the air, water, and dust
particles. It is this scattered light that we see as the blue sky when we look up.

From : Still more tell me why by Arkado
Leskum, 1997.
21. The suitable title of this passage would be :
a. Why Do the Sunsets Look Red?
b. Why Does the Suniight Have Different Colors?
c. How Is Blue Light Different From Red Light?
d. Our Atmosphere
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22. Why is “the more the sun goes down the redder it becomes™? Because ................

a.
b.
C.
d.

The sun nearly disappears.
The red light is scattered less than others.

The sun produces more red and yellow light.

The red light waves are more scattered by more earth’'s atmosphere.

23. What makes the sunlight change into different colors?

d.

.

C.

d.

24. Why is the blue light seemingly cooler than the red light? Because .................

a.
D.
C.

d.

The sky.
The atmosphere.
The different wave of light.

Molecules of air, dust, and water vapor in the atmosphere.

the blue light passes through to you.
blue is the color of the cool sea.
the blue light is more scattered than the red light.

the wave of blue light is longer than the wave of the red light.

25. What is the writer trying to do in the passage?

a.
b.

O

Q

To change your opinion about the sunset.
To give you information.

To make you want 1o paint a sunset.

. To entertain you.

Passage 6

It is also a great way to iearn new vocabularies and about Australian

history and culture, and therefore to have topics of conversation you can discuss with

Australians. It's easier to guess the meaning of new words because there are things on

display from which to take a cue. If | do not understand, | go on the tour for a second

time. In Canbermra, my favorite tours are those in Pariament House, The War Memonal

and the National Library. | have followed at least five tours in the Australian War

Memorial where | leamt so much about Australian history. Through the tours, |

understood who were the diggers, why ANZAC Day is so important to Australians and

so on. All the words I leamnt there, | will never forget.
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To be understood is as important as to understand others. At the
beginning, | did not have much confidence beca-use many Austratians did not seem to
understand me. Later | found out that it wasn't that they did not understand me but |
spoke in such a soft voice out of shyness that they couldn't hear mel So now | speak
louder and more clearly. It may not be possible for me to understand all Australian
English, but | should make myself understood.

One great thing about Australia is that lots of people speak English with a
foreign accent, and so people are used to different accents. This gives me a lot of
comfort. While § try to understand as much Australian English as | can, | am able to
keep my own accent, which makes me feel I'm still me.

Everybody can speak individuality. Also, Australian people are very
helpful and tolerant so you do not need to be scared when talking; perhaps this is
because of the multicultural society.

Al of my efforts at leaming Australian English have paid off. The first time
| flew back home, | was amazed that | could understand maost of what the Qantas
stewards were saying. |

From : Boomerang Vol. 3 no. 4 Oct.,1999 (Adapted)

26. The suitable title of this passage would be :

a. The Writer Learns English in Australia.

b. How To study Aboard.

c. How To Practice English.

d. How To Solves Her Problems.
27. What problems did Veronica find in Australia?

a. She didn’t understand herself.

b. She had limited English.

c. She spoke English unconfidently because she was shy.

d. Australians didn't understand her.



28. What made her successful in English?

a.
D.
C.

d.

She learnt vocabularies by discussing with new friends.
She learnt new vocabulares from conversation and culture.

She leamt Australian history and culture from Australian movies.

She leamt vocabularies and had conversations with new friends.

29. What does the underlined word, “me” (in paragraph 3) mean?

a.
D.
C.

d.

She was still herself.

She kept her own accent as usual.

She had English like the Australians.
She spoke English with different accent.

30. What does the underlined word, “all” (in paragraph 2) mean?

a.
b.

2

Q.

All different English accents in Australia.
All people living in Australia.
All new friends.

All Australians.
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Living in space
1 What would life be like aboard a spacecraft? Perhaps the strangest and most interesting

feawre about living in space is that people are weightless because there is no gravity. This
condition, which is called zero gravity, makes it possible for astronauts to fly through the cabin
simply by pushing off from a wall or chair. It's aimost like swimming underwater, except that there is
no up or down.

2 Imagine, then, taking a shower when water floats in the air instead of flowing down on you.
Or strapping yourself to a wali s0 you don’t float away while taking a nap. You couldn't brush your
teeth in the usuat way. Read the following to understand how these and other routine activities can

be major tasks for people who travel in space.

Showers

3 Taking a shower aboard a spacecratft isn't like taking one at home. On a spacecraft, you
must conserve water, and preparing the equipment for showers takés a long time. It is aiso a
complicated activity. On Russian spacecrafts, a cosmonaut gets in an elastic i:"?iinder with caps at
both ends. Rubber slippers, fastened to the floor, keep the cosmonaut from floating upward. The
cosmonaut inserts a flexible hose into his or her mauth in order to breathe. Then the cosmonaut puts
a clip on his or her nose to keep water out, because water doesn't flow downward in space. When
the water is tumed on, it comes out of holes at the top and bottom of the cylinder. Cosmonauts use

a soap-filled cloth to wash, and then a plain cloth to rinse.

Teeth cleaning
4 Astronauts and cosmonauts use electric toothbrushes. They are encouraged to massage
their gums with a special tissue or cloth. A special chewing gum, used after every meatl, also helps

them keep their teeih clean.

Sleep

5 When you're really tired, it feels wonderful to lie down on a bed and sleep. In space,
however, there is no “down.” An astronaut sieeps in a standing position in a sleeping bag attached
to the wall of a sieeping compartment. In the space station Freedom, elastic bands keep the sleeper
in place and give the feeling of lying horizontally on a bed. These bands press the sleeper back in

the same way that gravity presses down.

From : Strategic READING 1 Building Effective Reading Skilis



Living in space

On the whole story, this storyisabout ......c.ooviiiiiiiiiniin,
a. lwing in space
b. living in a nice place
c. living on the moon
d. living under water
According to the passage, what information you get ...................
a. cosmaonauts and astronauts hate living in space
b. cosmonauts and astronauts live in a space craft
c. cosmonauts and astronauts are lazy people
d. cosmonauts and astronauts' lives are fun
The story does not say this, but it makes you think about ............
a. living in space is different
b. living in space is bornng
c. living in space is easy for people
d. living in space is impossible
What's the writer's purpose?
a. To'show the readers how the astronauts and cosmonauts live in
space craft.
b. To advise the readers what the astronauts and cosmonauts dislike
about space.
c. To explain to the readers why the astronauts and cosmonauts live in
space.

d. All are coirect.

g5
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Songkran Day is observed on April 13. This is the time when the Sun passes from

the zodiac sign of Aries or the Ram into that of Taurus. (Songkran is a Sanskrit word.)

On the eve of Songkran Day people clean their houses and bum all the rubbish.
Nothing bad from the old year must remain in the new year. On Songkran Day activities
usually begin with merit-making ceremonies in the early morning offering food to
monks, releasing caged birds into the air, fish into rivers and streams, and paying

homage 1o one’s ancestors.

This is followed by the traditional rod nam dam hua, the ceremonial pouring of
water over the hands of older people. Of course water-splashing fun is also included.
Remembering our eiders is an important part of Songkran, and many children pay their

respects to oider relatives.

Songkran has always been a festival for the whole family, young and old alike. In
the countryside, it still remains én occasion for young men and girls to meet. Sand is
taken into temple compounds at this time. It is believed that this will bring good heaith
and prosperity. It is built into miniature sand chedis which are then garlanded with
flowers — another good chance for bays and giﬁé to meet. This is also the time for a
general spﬁng-cléan.including washing the household Buddha images with scented
water and perhaps the Abbot of the local wat, may be given a special bathing
ceremony as a New Year's purification. Songkran in Thailand is synonymous with the
uninhibited throwing of water over anyone and everyone. Younger members of the local
population hurl water-filled plastic bags;others smilingly drench their neighbors with
buckets of water. Hoses may also be brought into use. People believe that if plenty of

water is thrown there will be plenty of water for the new crops.

(Adapted from Bangkok Post Student Weekly. No.447, 1992)



Songkran Day
1. On the whole story, this storyisabout .........c.ccoiiiiiiiniiiiiin..
a. Thai New Year.
b. Thai ceremony
c. The zodiac sign of Aries.
d. The cleaning Day.
2. According to the passage what information you get.......................e
a. Thai people are kind and hospitable.
b. Thai people enjoy the activities on Songkran day.
c. older people pay respect to younger people.
d. younger people get bored on Songkran Day.
3. The story does not say this, but it makes you think about....................
a. getting good relationships.
b. thinking about how to keep Songkrah‘Festiv_,gil alive.
c. following the Lord of Buddha.
d. believingin the Lord of Buddha.
4. What is the writer’s purpose in writing this article?
a. To remind Thai people about Thai traditional.
b. To inform foreigners about Thai traditional.
c. To ?ncoumge foreigners to visit Thailand on Songkran Day.

d. To promote Songkran Day.
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Help on the Internet

One day, 12-year-old Sean Redden
logged on to the Intermet. He went to a
popular chat room called Glenshadows
Tavem. There weren't any people in the
chat room. Just as he was about to sign
off and do something else, he saw the
name of someone he'd never seen there
before, Susan Hicks. Her brief message
was “Would someone help me?”

Sean typed back, "What's wrong?" A
moment {ater he received this message,
I can’t breathe. Help me! | can't feel my
left side. | can't get out of my chair.”

Oh, man, Sean thought. Pretending to
be paralyzed was a bad joke. Then he
wondered, What if she really is sick?
I've got to help. “Hey, Mom,” he called.
“there’'s a kid here whg's sick or
something.”

Sharon Redden looked at the computer
screen. “it's not just some game, is it?"
she asked.

The message was not a joke. -*Susan
Hicks™ was actually 20-year-old Taija
Laitinen, a student working late at night
at a college library near Helsinki, Finland
- almost 7,000 miles away from Sean’s
home in Texas. While -searching the
intemet, she began to feel temble pain
all through her body. What could she
do? The library was silent and empty.
The nearest phone was outside in the
hatiway. She couldn't move that far. Any
movement caused the pain to get worse.

Then she realized that she might get
help on the Intemet. But how? Taija
sometimes practiced her English tn
Glenshadows Tavem. As the pain got
worse, she logged on using her Web
name and began typing her message
for help.

“I don’t think it's a joke, Mom.” Sean
said. He Ilooked at Susan's last
message, and he typed, “Where are
you?” After a long pause, the letters
appeared: “Finland.” Sean and Sharon
couldn’t believe it. Not knowing what

else to do, Sharon called the iocal
police. |

8 Sharon explained the situation to officer

: Amy Schmidt. Schmidt told Sharon to try
to get the sick qgirt’s phone number.

g Sean asked several times for the girt’s

phone number and location. Finally, a
message with her number and address
came back. Texas police called the
international telephone operator and
asked to be connected to the proper
agency in Finland. The call was
transferred t0 a nearby rescue station.
The Texas police explained the situation
and gave Susan’s address to the Finnish
operator. When Sean heard that, he
typed, “Help is on the way.”
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10 In a few minutes, Taijja heard people
running down the hallway outside the
door. Suddenly, the door opened.
Emergency  workers and three
policemen ran in. Taija tumed once
more to the computer, “They are here.
Thanks. Bye-bye.”

11 Four days later, the police in Texas

received a message from officers in
Finland: “Thanks to her Intermet friend,
Taija had received medical treatment
she badly needed and s doing well.”
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Help on the Iinternet

1. On the whole story, this storyis about ...,

a. working on the Intemet

b. heiping someone on the Intemet

c. wnting messages in chat room

d. chatting with your friends on the internet

2. According to the passage, what is the advantage of chatting?

a.
D.
C.

d.

To make some new friends.
To practice English on the Intemet.
To get help on the Internet.

To make a joke in chat room.

3. The story does not say this, but it makes you thinkthat ......................

a.
b.

C.

d.

people log on to the Internet make problems
peopie want t0 make a joke on the intemet
people like to play games on the Intermet

some people don't believe the message in chat room

4. What's the writer's purpose in writing this article?

a.
b.

O

Q.

To ask people be aware of writing messages.
To suggest people how to use the computer.
To advise people how to write messages.

To give people some idea of helping someone on the Intemet.
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AT 6 AMDINIAITULALATATATNENNIBTISIULILNARILIRAIHITN 19 TUNTEIUNIENDNNHoU

HASUMARINIMMARDY AU 30 1

Aa | P, _ p J r
1 1.00 0.70 : 0.60
2 | 0.80 060 | 0.40
3 1.00 0.60 I 0.80
4 0.60 0.30 lrh 0.60
5 - 100 070 | 0.60
s | 0.80 0.50 | 0.60
7 0.40 0.30 | 0.20
8 0.60 B! 0.20 0.40 0.40
- <y 4 R .

B 9 040 l 0.20 0.30 0.20
10 0.80 . | 0.60 0.70 0.20
11 0.80 0.40 0.60 040

12 0,80 040 0.60 0.40
13 0.80 0.20 i 0.50 0.60
14 | 1.00 0.40 0.70 0.60
15 0.80 r 0.00 0.40 0.80
16 0.80 020 050 0.560

o 17 060 !‘ ' 0.20 0.40 0.40
18 0.80 0.0 0.60 0.40
19 0.80 | 040 0.60 0.40

2 1.00 040 0.70 0.60
21 1.00 0.20 060 0.80
2 0.60 0.00 © 0.30 0.60 -
23 0.80 020 | 050 0.60
24 o060 0.20 040 | 0.40

25 080 " 0.40 0.60 0.40

26 040 0.50 ) 020

- a7 | ) 040 0.60 0.40
28 0.60 0.70 0.20
29 | 0.60 * 0.20 0.40 0.40

30 , ho‘.sn | 040 0.40 0.40
Reliability = 0.0818 Total Score mean = 15.60
Student ltem Total Score vanance
20 30 3.17

Select group size 27%
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