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The aim of this thesis 1s to study and analyze the trading
conditions of Thailand during B.E. 2325 - 2368, This study 1is
based on the research from both unpublised primary sources and
secondary sourcess

The result of the study 1ndicates that trade with foreagn
countries had flcurisghedé since Sukhothar and Ayudhya periods
vntil the fall of hLyudhya 1n B.Ee 231C. when 1t began to diminish
owing to the successive wars which folleowed, In the Ratanakaesin
period the nation had become stronger so tracde assumed 1ts
prosperity agaln. It was the government policy to encourage
trade so that the profit couléd be used to premote the welfare of
the country. The geographical location of Thaizland alsc is
beneficial to trade,

The trading cond:i:tions of Thailand during B.E. 2325 - 2398
was on barter system of surplus products. The general internal
trade was in the hands of Chinese merchants. Like in the Ayudhya
period, trade with foreign countries was gtil}l monopoliszed by
the Pra - klang ~ sinkaj; 1.e. The Royal government would monopolise
trade, fix the prices of goods, and choose the goods before other
merchents., Besides, the Pra - klang - sinka a2lso sent merchant
1ts own ships to trade with foreign countries and also collected
purchase taxes. Trade with foreign countries brought a large

amount of income to the country, In early period trade was



mainly with China an the form of tribute, and also with
Singapore, Malaya, Penang and Java. From thc later years of
the reign of King Rama II to the reign c¢f King Rama III

there was a big boom 1h trade due to more and more Furopean
merchants coming to trade with Thailand. But the Pra - klang-
sinka system and sdéme trading regulation were unpopular

with western FEuropean merchants. So Diplomats wer sent to
negotiate for the changes.,

In B.E. 2358 Sir John Bowring cane and made the Treaty
of Friendsnip and Trade with Thailand with the effect that
Tharland, had to abolish the system of the Pra - kliang =~
sinka and adopt the free ~ trade policy. Free trade changed
the economic gystem of the country from producing Jjust enough
for the family producing for exports,. Currgncy also started to
play an 1mportant role on the Thaxr way of life and gave birth
to the capitalist class who wonld become more and more powerful
in the later periods unt:l to today. After Bouring's Treaty,
Thazland~had lost her extraterritoriallaty, which was the

problem for the succeeding governments to solve,
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