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The purpose of this research was to study the phenomenon of participation of the interest
groups in public policy making through the siudy of the interaction process within the interest groups,
among different interest groups, and between the interest groups and the groups of those making a
decision on public policy. The interest groups studied were the stakeholders and those invelved in
the provision of education, i.e. policy makers, education providers, and the public including teacher
profession organizations, private education profession organizations, parents, the disadvantaged and
religious institutions. The methodologies of qualitative research based on the foundation of Grounded
Theory were used in the study and the data were collected through the interviews of key persons of
those interest groups.

The participation process was determined by the assumption that each group consider how
important the public policy was as well as the assumption concerning participation in terms of
consciousness, public mind, mutual respect for each other’s opinions, and making an agreement
through rationalization along with the principle guidelines of democracy. The interaction within one
gourp introduced by all members was the resource mobilization of the groups in preparation for
making a bargain with the decision making groups. Those resources included mobilization of
scholars, search for the body of knowledge, preparation for mass media channel, arousal of members’
consciousness, unity building, expansion of the groups and an increase of the solidarity of group
members in order to strengthen the group positicn at its own vantage point.

Interaction among groups was determined by concern of decision making group, group
conflicts at the time and each group position against others. With respect to general conilicts of which
the particular third party could not be identified, the conllicts would not be so serious. In addition,
decision making group concerned in education issues. The interaction among groups were selected
according to group poéition. They would be congenial to each other in case their characteristics were

" (.:bn&ycive. Another solution to prevent group conflict was to create common course among groups
by se?ling.,up a committee with representatives from different groups, and brainstorming an academic
forum whic?ﬁ‘voulddgpilhate rationalization in neutral determination of the policy targets and guidelines.
When the group found its power sufficient for its tasks, it would not interact with other groups.
Besides, the group could co-opt thethird party by its reasoning and satisfaction caused by joining the
same group.

The par'i.i(ci‘p‘iaﬁon {&vels of the groups varied from having members decision making groups,
to drafting the whole or some parts of the Bill and providing comments of the group to the decision
making groups. Their suggestions and comments could be presented directly 1o decision makers,
both formally and informally, thrﬁugh members of decision making group, or indirectly only through
groups with mass media resources. This research recommended that in addition to the expansion
and an increase of the solidarity of the group, there should be group development in term of

knowledge related to its tasks to be used as the power of the group.
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