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Nanthapong Sinsawat. (2002). Contemporary Thai Mural: Case study on the analysis of
Mural in Phutthaisawan Royal Hall. Thesis Master of Liberal Art (Visual Art: Modern Arts).
Bangkok Metropolis: Graduate School Srinakarinwirot University, the controlling committee:

Prof. Wirun Tangcharoen, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof. Amnaj Yensabai

The objective of this research is to study and analyze the mural work in
Phutthaisawan Royal Hall in the aspect of arrangement of the element of the pictures and
the combination of figures and group of figures in Thai painting and result of this study shalil

be applied to develop and create the contemporary Thai mural in the researcher’s style.

Results of study can be summarized that the mural in Phutthaisawan Royal Hall
was of Thai custom ideal paintings duly influenced by the paintings in Ayutthaya age but
subsequently developed to the Ratanakosin style that different from those in Ayutthaya age
while the content of paintings still followed the ancient pattern, namely, describing about
the Buddha’s history by dividing into several sections and subscribed on the wall of 1 room
which was consisted of several incidents on the same wall. The pictures were separated
by using the grey line, hillocks and trees. The story was combined by jointly use the same
background tc create unity. The continuance of the contents in sections were combined
among sub-group of figures by using the line and direction of the painting which would
induced the viewer to foliow the history. Using of lines to combine the sub-group of figure
and major figure, the latter was largest painting on one wall of which mostly was the
painting of the palace on the prominently seen red background. Within the palace
consisted of the actors representing the king and the lords respectively according to the
importance as indicated from the color and gold covering the dress of the king and
positioning of the actors representing servants, concubines and peers in prostrating
posture facing in the same direction to the king. This was the combination of the sub-
group of figures within the major figure. The painting of moving actors, such as, walking,
entrancing and exiting the door were to fead the viewer to follow the painting to other

figures within the same painting.



The sub-group of figure consisted on the same wall has shown the incident
according to the story proposed by the artist and continuously composed which would
create understanding in the story and the combination of figures in each group and the
continuous story on each wall would combine all stories and link the element of all mural

paintings.

Fositioning of ‘Lhe'p‘aintings i Thai custom style was shown from the higher angle
or according to the Bird Eye View which shall unobjectionable demonstrate several
incidents within the same wall by using 2 dimensions figures and overtapping technique to
indicate the different distance, using the grey line, hillock, trees, the picture of palace and
house as the divider of the incident details to demonstrate specific content, using dark
background to emphasize on the painting prominently painted by light color which was the
styte of paintings in Rattanakosin age. Gold covering was done to emphasize the
importance of painting to be clearer and more significant especiaily on the paintings of the

King and Buddha to demonstrate several incidents on the same wall.

The color used in painting would be blue, brown and red whereby blue was mostly
used. One significant appearance of the mural in Phutthaisawan Royai |iall was dark aolor

background and light color on painting.

The researcher has applied the results of analysis to create the work in the
researcher’s style by applying the story and incident presently occurred with the concept
to compose the element by the pattern and method of Thai custom painting to demonstrate
the incidents in view of the researcher, showing the living style of the community in the
capital city with the visual arts structure in modern Thai custom painting, the actresses airy
grace in the ancient painting are adapted to mix with the human in present society, the

fluent, vigorous and free posture are also exposed In the work of the researcher.



Using of lines to combine the sub-group of figures to continuously move shall use
the sub-group of figure to combine among the figures of the researcher while the major
figure still reveals the ideal structure by drawing and lining according to the Thai custom
painting. The major subject of the painting is larger than the minor and induce the viewer

by the line moving sub-group of figure to the direction leading to the climax of the picture.

in addition, other visuai aris structure in the work that the researchier has studied
from paintings in the past has been decorated to suit with the modemn style. The lining
structure are dissolved in the sub-group of figure as permanently relied by the Thai custom
painting for long time. The lines in the sub-group of figure are both harmonious and
objectionable within the paintings or the group of major paintings Those lines are freely
and well consistent with the manner of the paintings. The scft and gentle of the line is

clearly indicated the mental condition of peaples. in present society.
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