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Ong Bunjoon. (2007). Mon Women in the Royal Court of Siam during Ratanakosin
Period 1782-1932. Master Thesis M.A. (Thai History). Bangkok: Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Asst.Prof. Chompunut Nakirak,
Advisor Committee: Asst.Prof. Dr.Wongduen Narasuj.

Like women of other ethnics in Siam, Mon women had been in many
different roles in the Siamese Royal Court. This is because noblemen of the old
days conventionally offered their daughters to be the ladies of the court, and this
offering would provide mutual benefits to the court and the noblemen; that is, by
getting connected through these ladies, the court would be assured of the
noblemen'’s loyalty, and the noblemen would gain life security and career progress
inreturn.

A number of Mon ladies in the court was enormous, and the roles of them
varied from court women to the King's concubines or even the queen. Princes,
princesses and royal lineage born of Mon ladies were therefore nurtured by Mon
mothers, wet nurses and maids in the Mon environment, particularly in the reign of
King Mongkut when Mon culture was intense because of the Mon-descent queen,
Krom Somdej Phra Thepsirintramataya. As a result King Chulalongkorn, the
successor, was familiar with and appreciated Mon arts and culture.

Mon court ladies in every reign played political role indirectly but
powerful. They were connecting path between their families of origin and the court.
Moreover, Mon ladies who became the queen or the king’s concubines helped
their relatives to get high rank positions in the court. This includes the fact that
many Mon ladies were mothers of princes and royal descendants of Chakri
Dynasty who greatly contributed to the Thai politics and government. Apart from
this, Theravadas Buddhism that came in conjunction with Mon language, and Mon
arts and culture have become cultural components in Thai society. Furthermore, Pi
Thi Hung Khao Thip or the rite of heavenly rice cooking to offer to gods and
goddesses has become the courteous Khao Chae. It can be said that religion, arts
and culture of Mon have stretched from the court to the commons because of the



fact that many members of goverming class from past to present are Mon
descendants.
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