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Prof. Dr. Siriyupa Poonsuwan, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Luechai Sri-Ngernyuang.

Among Thai people, Waan is generally perceived as a herb with special properties, unlike
typical trees. In Thailand ethnobotany is a form of a cultural identity, and generally understood in two
ways, plants for a medicinal treatment or plants with supernatural properties like iron-skinned or
charismatics beings, but the official meaning is not clearly defined, whether in Waan textbooks or in
the dictionary.

This research aimed to explore the meaning and transformation of Waan into drugs by
means of documentary research with a Waan textbook as the key tracer. The genealogy used the
contemporary documents as a main methodology, including the political, economic, public health and
medical textbooks. The results from the study help to explain society with Waan as the center.
Furthermore, the final results established that the etymology of the words, Waan and drug, became
explicit too.

From the study of documents from both the content and the tradition of writing such
textbooks. It can be concluded that it is a plant with medicinal properties. However, the meaning of
the drug in the past covered the profundity used to negotiate everyday threats such disease, fear,
fevers and pain that do not have the same meaning thai they currently do. The medicinal properties of
Waan, despite the fact that it is more potent than other plants, but not enough to fit the modern

pharmaceutical regime of Western medicine introduced to the Kingdom of Thailand.
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