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The objective of this research was to study and compare opinions of two groups
of distance learning trainees (with different backgrounds in educations, positions, functions,
responsibilities, and experiences in the service) on the oppropriateness of the distance
learning package and the benefit or utility of its content in an official correspondence course
of the Civil Service Training Institute, Office of the Civil Service Commission.

In this research, 692 distance learning trainees, in the second group of an official
correspondence course in the budgetary year of 1994, were randomized into 248 trainees as
samples. Questionnaires with rating scale and open-ended questions were utilized. At the
same {ime, percentage, statistical mean, standard deviation, and t-test were uilized for data
analysis.

The results of this research are as follows:

1. Opinions on the appropriateness of the official correspondence course in the
distance learning package in terms of objectives, general contents, sequences of the contents,
activities, language, written format, and activity evaluation were considered at a high level.

2. Opinions on the application utility of the content of the official correspondence
course in the distance learning package were, also, considered at a high level.

3. Opinions of distance learning trainees with different educational backgrounds on
the appropriateness of the distance learning package as a whole were considered
insignificantly different. However, opinions on objectives of the package were considered
statistically significant at .0S.

4. Opinions of distance learning trainees with different position backgrounds on
the appropriateness of the distance learning package were considered insignificantly
different.

Opinions on the application utility of the package were, also, considered

insignificantly different.



5. Opinions of distance learning trainees with different function and responsibility
backgrounds on the appropﬂateness of the distance learning package as a whole were
considered insignificantly different, however, opinions on objectives of the package were
considered statistically significant at .035.

Opinions on the application utility of the package were considered statistically
significant at .05. Distance training trainees with the official correspondence as their main
functions and responsibilities considered that application utility of the package was more
important than those of trainees without offical correspondence funtions and responsibilities.

6. Opinions of distance learning trainees with different experience backgrounds on
the appropriateness of the distance learning package as a whole were considered
insignificantly different. However, opinions on written format were considered statistically
significant at .05.

Opinions on the application utility of the package were considered

insignificantly different.
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