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The objectives of thie ctudy were to investigate general
conditions of 7 prigon libraries in Bangkok Hetropolis and to study
the expectation of 106 conoerned officers in order to derive the
minimum standard for prison libraries. The checklists were uged
by the investigator to collect data concerning libraries' conditicns
and the concerned officers were asked to fill the questionnaires
developed by the investigator.

The study revealed that meost of the prison librarics were
in poor conditions especially the availability of seats and bocks.
Cn the average, there was only 0,25 geat per 100 prisoners and
0.96 book per prisonere Most of the books were not interesting and
rather old, Moreover, all these libraries had never been budgetted
from the government and this was the main problem in managing thess
prigon libraries.

Of the 10 opinion items concerning the importance of prison
libraries, 8 were rated as highly important and 2 were rated as
moderately important. The ltem which received the highest average
score was the opinion that the good library should help priscners
become Jjoyful and alleviate their stress and anxiety. The successive
item wam the opinion that the good library should help prisoners
develop the habit of reading and spend their free time ugefully,

Aocording to the expectation on ideal conditions of prison
libraries, 97.17 per cent of concerned officers agreed that libraries
should be provided for prisoners. The average of expectation in
other aspects were azs follow s the whole area of Library should be

100=200 square metres, the seating arrangemont should be 3-4 seats
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per )00 prisoners and should not be less than 20-40 seats, the

number of beoks available should be 3-5 books per prisoner and

should not be less than 1,500=2,000 bocks, and the budget should be

8-10 baht per prisoner and should not be less than 8,000 baht per

year. The most crucial problem in managing these prison libracies

was the lack of interest and close attention from prison administrators,
At the end of this research report, the minimum standard

for prigon libraries was recommended for the “vio . itrewt of Gervzotiong

-

to take congideration,
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