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Phamaha Saroj Buaphanngam. (2009). An Analysis of Samasa Found in The 1999 Thai
Royal Institute Dictionary. Master thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Akkara Bunthip,

Ms. Phattanee Jotikasthira.

This study was aimed at analyzing the characteristics of both structures and
meanings of samasa in the 1999 Thai Royal Institute Dictionary.

In this study, a number of samasa from the dictionary were collected and then
analyzed and classified according to word patterns. The analysis was done by considering
whether the samasa, could grammatically be the core or h K\@L constituent and
by comparing their meanings (of the whole samasa) %@%e meanings of their morphemes.

The study found that samasa can be CI&%ﬁ%d into seven p&tterns The first
pattern consists of a noun as the head, WhICA(@an be further d|v@ed into four smaller types—
a noun as the head with an adjunct nou;g@\ounmoun nounéﬁﬁ\oun a noun as the head with
an adjunct adjective (adjectlve<nog@°&\noun>ad ectlve\ééa noun as the head with an adjunct
verb (verb<noun, noun>verb) @(H two nouns as q@%ﬁead without an adjunct (noun+noun).
The second pattern cons{g@s of a verb as the d, which can be furthered divided into
three types, nameoy@erb as the head&% an adjunct noun (noun<verb), a verb as the
head with an ao%i???t adjective ( ad@%%verb) and a verb as the head with an adjunct
verb (verb<verb). The third pit&rn has an adjective as the head and can be classified into
three groups, that is, an a@@?ﬂve as the head with an adjunct noun (noun<adjective,
adjective>noun), an adjective as the head with an adjunct adjective (adjective<adijective,
adjective>adjective), and two adjectives as one head without an adjunct
(adjective+adijective). Samasa of the fourth pattern consist of a noun and a verb as
the head and have no adjunct (noun+ verb, verb+noun). The fifth pattern contains a verb
and an adjective as the head and has no adjunct (verb+adjective, adjective+verb).

The sixth pattern contains an adjective and a noun as the head and has no adjunct
(adjective+noun). Finally, the seventh group has a pronoun as the head with an adjunct

adjective (adjective<pronoun).



It was also found that there are two types of meanings of samasa: unchanged
(stable) and changed. Samasa with a changed meaning may be categorized into three
groups: those whose meaning partly changes, those whose meaning implicitly changes,
and those with a deviated meaning. Samasa with a partly changed meaning may be further
divided into two groups: samasa whose meaning changes in the front constituent (the front
constituent adopts a new meaning, or the meaning of the front constituent disappears) and
samasa whose meaning changes in the back constituent (the back constituent gets a new

meaning, or the meaning of the back constituent disappears).
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