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Intira Pobai. (2010). A Study of Phadkhong Ensemble at Wat Kohklang, Muang District,
Chiang Mai Province. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof. Kanchana

Intarasunanont, Assoc.Prof. Dr.Manop Wisuttipat.

The purposes of this research were to study the history, roles, and functions of
Phadkhong Ensemble at Wat Kohklang, Muang District, Chiang Mai Province; collect the
ritual songs and transcribe into musical notes; and study the cultural strengths of the
Phadkhong Ensemble using Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intarasunanont’s grounded theory
which enables the community cultural strengths.

The study conducted by collecting related academic documents and interviews
yielded the results as follow.

The Phadkhong Ensemble at Wat Kohklang, Muang District, Chiang Mai Province
was founded 16 years ago by Kruba Boonluang and Acharn Udom Lheetrakul. Presently,
Mr.Jirawat Boonlam is the ensemble head. All members of the ensemble are male. Their
principal careers include music instrument making, students, and personal business with
Phadkhong Ensemble performing as the second career. The principal roles and functions
of the ensemble include performing in the religious rituals, customs and traditions, and the
reservation of the ensemble format. Before every performance, the Ensemble would perform
Wai Kru (Teacher respect), followed by showering soap pod liquid for good luck and
attaching flower cones to the music instrument. The music instrument of the Phadkhong
Ensemble at Wat Kohklang, Muang District, Chiang Mai Province consisted of nae luang,
nae noi, ranad ek, ranad thum, khong wong, sawa, teng ting drum, and pong pong drum.
The songs performed in the rituals include fon phee traditional dance, pleng chat, pleng
gura, pleng phee mod long kuang, pleng phee mod hoi pha, pleng phee mod kin nam
maprao. The songs performed in the funeral rituals include pleng prasat wai, pleng muay
cha muay rew. The songs performed in the religious ceremonies include pleng prasat wai,
country song, Thai classic, pleng muay. The songs performed in the festivals include pleng

prasat wai, country song, Thai classic and hilarious rhythm song.



The Phadkhong Ensemble at Wat Kohklang, Muang District, Chiang Mai Province
had abundant cultural strengths. However, in the tides of cultural changes the Phadkhong
Ensemble at Wat Kohklang, Muang District, Chiang Mai Province had to adapt and
develop itself in accordance with the contemporary conditions to be able to maintain in the

current culture which is always changing.
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