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Winita Homsamer. (2005). The King And Aristocrats’ Morality in Rachathiraj by Chao
Phrya Phra Khiang (Hon): An Analytical Study of Interactions. Master’s Thesis,
M.A.(Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor committee:
Assist. Prof. Wimonsiri Ruamsuk, Supak Mahavarakomn.

The research was aimed at studying the interactions between the king and the
aristocrats in the Thai literature Rachathiraj by Chao Phraya Phra Khlang (Hon). The moral
principles prescribed for both were analyzed. The results showed that there were four types of
royal principles. The first was concerned with the war strategy. The second was academic.
The third was about the qualities of a king. The fourth was the divine qualities for the mortal
king. Regarding the aristocrats, there were seven moral principles. The first principle
prescribed eight forbidden behaviors for the noble. The second described seven desirable noble
qualities. The third described six favorable behaviors by comparing them to some animals’
behavioral patterns. The fourth principle described three strategies to deceive enemies. The
fifth principle described six desirable ways to interact with the king and the fellow noblemen.
The sixth principle prescribed nine ways to lie to protect the country. The final principle
prescribed the manners of the noblemen in the court. Whenever the king and the aristocrats
followed the moral principles prescribed, their interactions would be positive resulting in
successful governance because the aristocrats agreed to execute the royal command. Thus all
the projects were successfully executed. However, whenever the king and the aristocrats did
not abide by the principles, their interactions would be negative, resulting in conflicts. The
noblemen did not support the king, nor did they follow the royal command. As a result, the
king’s reign was a failure.
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