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The purpose of this study was to investigate the language and
residentisl location backgrounds that influence the reading comprehension
ability of Pratomsuksa 6 students in Yala province. The total population
of 408 upper primary students was chosen by Straetified Random Sempling
Questionaires developed by the researcher and the Reeding Comprehension
Test of The Educational and Psychological Test Bureau at Srinskarinwirote
University Pragsarmmitr were used to collect the data, T - test, F -~ test
and Newman-Keuls' Studentized q - statistics were also included in the
data analysis process,

The results of the study showed that Thai Buddhist students had
significantly greater opportunities to use the Thai Language than Thei
Muslinm students in the province. With respect to students of different
residental location the results showed that those students who had
similar home environments, whether they lived in metropoliten area
(Yala city) or district towns have similar abilities in the use of the
Thai Language. However, the results also showed that the students who
lived in either metropolitan areas or district towns did have much more
opportunity to use the Thai Langusge than the students who live in rural
areas,

With respect to ability in reading comprehension, the study
results showed that female students demonstrated higher reading
comprehension than mele students, Also Thal Buddhiat students showed
greater reading ability than Thai Muslim students.

Parents' educational background appeared to have a pronounced

effect on students’ ability in reading comprehension, Students who
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were children of higher level educated parents renked higher in reading
comprehension than those of lower level educated paremts., With respect
to parents' occupations, those students whose parents wers government
officials showed higher abllity in reading comprehension than those

whose parents were in other occupations, Students whose parents were

in egricultural - occupations showed significaptly lower than other
occupations,

In terms of the ability to use the Thai Language, whether at
home or out in socliety, with neighbors or others, the study showed
thet those students who speak the Centrel Thai Dialect also have the
most ability in reading comprehension, and thoée who speak the local
Malay Dialect had the least,

The study showed that residential location had a direct, but
limited infiuence on reading ability., It demonstrated that students
who live in metropolitan areas and district towns had no different
reading ability but the students in beth categories had considerably
more ebility than those who lived in rural areas., Students whose
houses are eguipped with electricity showed greater reading ability
than those who used oil lamps. Also, students who had access to
convenient communication gained more in reading ability than those who

live in areas of limited communication.
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