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Vichian Nounmusix (2005): A Study of Chapel Gables of Ubosot and Vikarn in Royal
Monasteries in Bangkok., Master thesis, M.Ed. (Art Education), Bangkok;
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University; Advisor Committee; Assoc. Prof.

Wunnarat Tungchareon , Assoc.Prof. Prit Supasetsiri.

The purpose of this thesis is to research, analyze content, patterns, and materials
shown on the chapel gable of Ubosot and Viharn of 28 royal monasteries in Bangkok. All
information is accumulated from fact and analyzed as descriptive for the sake of
academic research, analysis of content, patterns, and materials and religious‘ influence,
social influence that effect the front patterns of the 28 royal monasteries in Bangkok by
collecting all information from fact and analyzed as descriptive analysis.

According to the research, the chapel gables are utterly important because they
supports the front and the back of the building that are very big especiaily the front of the
building supported and renovated by the king. Apart trom artistic look, the patterns
reflect environment, social values, vision, and periodical belief. In Thai society, the king
can communicate with every class of citizen and considered as a supposed deity. Hence,
values of the king, who creates and renovates the monasteries, is an origin of social
values for Buddhist art creations including of the front patterns. According to the
research, the significant and the periodical values can be summarized as follows:

In the reign of King Rama I-II: The chapel gable was usually made from wood.
The body and all images were covered with lacquer and gold. Mostly, principle images
are Narai on garuda that is the country sign. It means those places supported by the king
according to Ayudhya pattern.

In the reign of King IlI: The chapel gable was made from stucco decorated by
ceramic bowls according to Chinese art. Principle images and patterns are influenced by
China. The King Rama III was fond of Chinese Art because it is splendid and the building
constructed by cement endures with all climates.

In the reign of King 1V: The chapel gable was made from various maternals and
placed importance on the principle images. The popular images on the front are
Mahamongkut’s images in order to make known that they were created under the reign of

the King Rama V.



In reign of the King Rama V: the symbol of the king, royal crown, was applied on
the front of the monasteries. Meanwhile, the content of the front indicated the significant
of individual and the image of the king as shown as the king’s signature instead of the
symbol of the King.

According to this research, the chapel gable can obviously reflect the artistic

history, social values, environment, vision and periodical belief.
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