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The purposes of this thesis were first, to collect
and analyze the causes that produced women's moral codes
before the introduction of Western influences, and second,
to study whether, under such influences, the moral codes
8t11l dominated the conscience of present-day Women , and
in what ways.

The study was done in 2 paris. The first part was
a research into literature concerning women's noral codes,
The investigated literary works were either direct in theair
teaching or were allegoriocal in nature, 4ll these works were
without Western influences, being from Sukhothai to Early
Rattanakosin Periods (B,E, 1800 - 2411), The second part was
in the form of a statistic analysis on present-day women's
conscience, The questionnaires were made on the criteria from
the results of the farst part and were in the form of the Verbal
Projective Technigue, There were two questions to each situation,
one concerning the realization of social standards, the other on
gelf~awareness., The population was made up of 360 female
government eschool teachers and female bank workers, ¢-test,
F~test, Studentized q - Statistic in the form of Newvman-Keuls,
and Pearson Product - Moment Correlation Coefficient were used
in data analysis,

The results were as follows. The outcomes of the
pre-Western literature could be categorized into 5 groups:
to be obedient to parents, to observe chastity, to be loyal

and tending to husband's welfare, to be efficient in



household affairs, and to be good mother to offsprings. The
main causes of these ccodes were from 3 elements, namely,
socirety, religion, and nature., As a result women of pre-
Western influences wvere regarded inferior and submissive in
all cases to men, This was due to the fact that society
considered women weak and unable to look after themselvess
therefore, they had to be dependent on men, Meanwhile
women agreed to these codes as could be seen from female
protagonists in literature, Some of these instances were
when they obeyed their parents'! order, regardless of 1its
right or wrong, or when married, they had to remain loyal
and respectful to their husband at all time, These codes
were most influential to women of that period,

As for present-day womem 1t could be concluded that
their level of conscience was average,

When their marriage status, age, and profession were
eompared, 1t was found that there was no differcnce in thear
conscience level concerning the realization of social standards
and self-awareness, However, one group of these women was
different in their conscience level on the realization of
social standards and self-awareness, The members of the
group were bankworkers, bolh single and married, an; both
middle and old aged, Thus, when female members from the
above group were compared to government school teachers,
1t was found that the acceptance of both moral values was

different, for example, the realization of social standards



was the same, but differed in self~awareness, The differences
in ages influenced the opinions of middle-and old-aged women
who stated that they followed more moral codes for women,
and, at the same time, restrained themselves from unwanted
behavior, On the other hand women of these 2 age groups
agreed that they regarded as immoral was usually observed
by women in general, whereas what should be practised was not
commonly obeyed by most wowen,

As a whole 1t could be concluded that at present women
were socially elevated; however, their conscience level was

merely average.
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