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Natanong Poowong. (2005). Development in Southern Border Provinces under the 1% -8"
National Social and Economic Development Plans (1961-2001). Master thesis,
M.Ed. (History). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor
Committee: Asst. Prof. Chaovalee Chongprasert, Asst. Prof. Yuwadee

Wongsawang.

This thesis studies the development in southern border provinces under the 1% .
8th national social and economic development plans (1961-2001). It is found that these
plans improved the locals’ lives in the following ways. First, the higher education in the
region was developed with the establishment of Prince of Songkla Universities at Pattani
and Had Yai. The other universities, Taksin University and Songkla Rajabhat Institute,
were also developed so as to raise the standard of education in the provinces. Second,
the transportation system has also been developed under these plans. Four-lane roads,
the Had Yai International Airport and the railway connected to Malaysia and Singapore
were developed to provide more convenience. Economically, industrial parks were
established in all the provinces in order to provide employment to the locals. However,
despite all these developments that had taken place, the insurgency in the region also
hindered the development in all provinces except Songkla, in particular Had Yai district,
which has grown to become the center of the South.

In addition, the development plans also put emphasis on politics and public
administration in the region since these provinces are different from others in Thailand in
terms of religion, culture, customs, and history. Every government has been trying to
alleviate these differences.

As a result, the government has been treating the southern border provinces as
an important and special region where there needs to be policy to solve its problems in
politics, economy, insecurity in life and property, and misunderstanding between the people

and government officers in order to ensure its continual development.
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