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Wannee Panamma (2005) The Roles and Political Ideas of Tunku Abdul Rahman in
the Independent Movement and the Unification of Malaysia, 1951 - 1970
Master's Project M Ed (History} Graduate School, Srinakhannwirot

University Project Advisor Assoc Prof Sanan Muangwong

This thesis aims at analyzing and exptaining the political roles and inttiative of
Tunku Abdui Rahman by looking into his important inittative and actions 1n the campaign
for Malaysia’s independence from England Other imtiative studied include the creation
of the nation’s unity despite the country's social plurality, the suppression of
communism, and the establishment of Malaysia as an independent country, all of which
were histoncal context dunng the hife of Tunku Abdul Rahman from 1951 to 1970

The study shows that Tunku Abdu! Rahman’s political roles became important
after he created political unity in the country by cooperating with the Chinese-Malay
political party and the Indian-Malay party under the name Alliance Party They called for
the national election in 1955, which the party successfully won Tunku Abdul Rahman
then participated in the drafting of the constitution of the country which was in the
process of becoming independent, finding measurement that would create unity, and at
the same time mamntaining privileges and status of Malays as the onginal owners of the
country As a resutt of hus efforts, the independence declaration went smoothly On
August 31, 1957, Tunku Abdul Rahman became the first pnme minister  After that, he
implemented many policies that would ensure the unity of the Malay Region, for
example, the suppression of communism to end martial laws and bring true peace to the
country Another policy was to raise standards of education for Malays so that they
would be able to compete economically with the Chinese and Indians  Moreover, he
also made Malay the compulsory language In all schools to ensure that new generations
would know the same language and culture Finally, Malaysia was officially established
as a country on September 16, 1963 with Tunku Abdul Rahman being its first prme
minister However, the riot of May 13, 1969 between the Chinese and Malays made

Tunku Abdul Rahman decide to retire from polities the year later
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