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The purposes of this thesis were to study on informal
education needs for improving the life quality of the women in
Kanchanaburi province in four aspects: library, community learning
network, mass media, and folk media; to compare the needs as
classified by age, educational level, vocation and dwelling area;
and to gather additional opinions and suggestions on informal
education needs.

The sample composed of 200 women in Kanchanaburi, aged
between 15-45 years old, dwelling inside and outside municipal
boundaries, and using the services of municipalities and district
offices during May 1-29, 1998. The sample were derived through
the multi-stage random sampling technique. The instrument used
for collecting the data was the three-point-rating-scale structured
interview form and open-ended questions. The statisitics used in
data analyses were percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test,
F~test, and Newman Keuls’ Method.

The main research findings were summarized as follows:

1. The women in Kanchanaburi had informal education needs
as a whole and in all individual aspects, namely library, community
learning network, mass media and folk media, at a moderate level.

2. The women in Kanchanaburi had informal education needs
in majority items in all four aspects at a moderate level.

3. The women in Kanchanaburi with different ages had informal
education needs in all four aspects with no statistically significant

difference.



4. The women in Kanchanaburi with different educational
levels had in informal education needs at a whole and in the library
aspect with statisitcally significant difference at the .05 level,
and in the community learning network at the .01 level.

5. The women in Kanchanaburi with different vocations had
informal education needs as a whole with no statistically significant
difference, but in the folk media aspect with statistically significant
difference at the .01 level.

6. The women in Kanchanaburi with different dwelling areas had
informal education needs as a whole and in the community learning
network with statistically significant difference at the .05 level,
and in the library aspect at the .01 level.

7. The women in Kanchanaburi had additonal opinions and
suggestions related to informal education needs on provision of a
women corner in the libraries, village reading centers in all
villages with daily newspapers, vocational training programs by
various government agencies, radio programs on political news
analyses, programs on English lessons, and folk media on folk
plays about human rights and related topics whenever the district

mobile units going out to the villages.
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