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ANALYSIS THE CHARACTERISTIC AND REFLECTION OF THAI IDIOMS

AN ABSTRACT
BY
MR. THITIWAT CHATURAVITTAWONG
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for the Master of Education degree in thai

at Srinakharinwirot University
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Thitiwat Chaturawithawong. (2003). Analysis the Characteristic and Reflection of Thai Idioms.
Master's Project, M.Ed.. (Thai). Bangkok : Graduate School : Srinakharinwirot

University. Project Advisor : Assoc. Prof. Sunantha Sorach.

The purpose of this Master’s Project is to analyze the character and reflection of Thai
iddioms by using information from 5 idiom books with a total of 250 statements. The study was
presented with descriptive analysis. The results are as follows:-

In view of character, it found that Thai idioms were sentences being addressed
indirectly that need interpretation in order to understand their meanings. They normally were in
form of simile in which the alliteration was included. The rhythm of wording was grouped from
4-16 words and was divided into two main clauses. |

In view of derivation, it found that they mostly originated from the nature as the Thai
lifestyle was concemed with and relied on the nature. Hence they were brought into
comparison with feeling, wording and human behavior. Besides, some of them were originated
from accident, religion, performance, human organ, entertainment, -behavior, nbvel, tale,
literature, custom and belief. I

In view of language usage, it-found that the _Iength of a sentence was about 2-18 words
and ‘was divided into 2-4 clauses with the alliteration, word repeat, and usage of Thai real
word. Generally idiom was used fc:r introducing, - 'dissuading, criticizing,' warning and
encouraging. |

In view of reflection, it found that Thai people lived familiarly and relied on the natural
four necessities of life including food, residence, cloth and medicine. In view of occupation,
Thai people’s careers were farming and fishing.

In view of the reflection of culture, it found Thai people had taste in choosing life-mate,
particularly a real housewife. They admired people who held power and prestige, seniority and
instructors. They liked politeness, solitude, gratitude, and being a civil servant. In view of
belief, they believed in destiny, occultism and spirit. In view of religion, it found that they
regarded temple as a meeting place, religious activities such as ordination and studying
| including having social value in constructing temples especially those who were of a good

financial status.
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