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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NEED FOR ACHIEVEMENT, COGNITIVE STYLES AND CHILD
REARING PRACTICES IN INDEPENDENCE TRAINING AND RESTRICTION
OF INDEPENDENCE BETWEEN RURAL AND URBAN

FIRST GRADE PUPILS

ABSTRACT

BY

MALA WIRUNARNON

Presented in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements
for the Master of Education Degree (Educational Psychology)
at the College of Education
in Collaboration wath

\

the Bangkok Institute for Child Study

August 1972



A Comparative Study of Need for Achievement, Cognitive Styles and Child
Rearing Practices in Independence Training and Restriction
of Independence between Rural and Urban

First Grade Pupils

Famaly institution 1s assumed to help shaping childrenfs behavaiocr
prior to their school enrolment. Chaldrents need achievement and
cognitive styles had been found to be significantly related to school
subject matters, such as reading, writing, arrthmetic etec., might have
parental behaviors in dependence training as thexrr antecedents. In
order to understand the nature of such relationships so that it could
be applied to the educational process, this study attempted to investigate
the relationships among four variables : need for achievement, cognitave
atyles, child rearing practices in independence training and child rearaing
practices in restrictions of independence, and then to examine these
variables according to sex, barth order and rural - urban differences.

A sample of 79 fist grade pupils in metropolitan Bangkok -~
Dhonburi and Ayuthya province were gaven Cognmitive Styles Test, Graphic
Expression of Need for achievement, while their mothers were given
independence training and restrictions of independence questionnaires.

The most importantresult of this study indicated that attitudes
towards independence training and restrictions of independence were
directly correlated with children®s categorical style and need for

achievement. Details of the study were as follow.



, Urban mothers had better attitude towards independence traiming
than rural mothers, The perceived social norm in independence training
was expressed by urban girls® mothers to\be more favorable than boysf
mothers, while the rural groups were just the opposite. Girls? mothers
favored more restrictions than boys® mothers. Mothers of first born
children favored independence training less than mothers of later born
children.

Urban children used more analytical style and less relational
style than rural chlldfen. Boys used more analytical style than girls.
The first born group used less analytical style and more relational
style than the later born group. In the urban group, girls® need for
achievement was higher than boyst.

There were significant relatﬁﬁgﬁgigﬁuggtween two variables :

(a) mothers? attitude towards independence training was posi-
tively related to their perceived social norm ; and motherst attitude
towards restrictions was also positively related to their perceived
social norm ; (b) mothers® attitude and their perceived social norm
towards independence training were directly correlated with mothers®
attitude and their perceaved social norm towards restrictions ; (c)
mothers? attitude towards independence training was positively related
to children®s need for achievement and their categorical style, while
mothers? perceived social norm was positively related to children's
categorical style , (d) children’s need for achievement was positively
related to their analytical style but negatively related to their rela-
tional style ; (f) children’s analytical style was negatively related

to children®s relational style and categorical style.

IHEHEH0REE L P
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