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‘The main purpose of this experimental study was\to search for the
effect of a camping experience on the self.concept of slum children
participating in Bangkok Y.M.C.A. camping at Haad Chomtién, Banglamung,
Pataya. Some initial gharactefistics of children and the camp activities
related to self concepts were taken into consideration., The camping
effect on the childreﬁ' retention of their self concept was also studied
-by means of a follow-up study three months after camping.

The research sample consisted of 200 boys and .girls ranging from
‘9 to 14 vears in ages,from the Banékok Y.M.C.A;'; deveiopmental slum
youth project. They were randomly divided.into 2 groups, an experimental
and a control group. One hundred children in'fhe experimental group
participated in the organized seven-day camping experience, while another
hundred children in the éontrol group enjoyed their regular activities
in their residential slum.

To achieve the foregding goals, data were generated before,
immediately after and three months after the camp season using the self
concept questionnairés, the initiai'characteristics questionpaires and
the guestionnaires pertaining to experiehces from the camping activities

" as the research tooi. T-test, product moment correlation, factor analysis
and stepwise multiple regression analysis were used to test the hypothegis.
»

The results of this study were as follow:

After attending a seven-day‘camp;pg experience the increment of
the self céncept scores, only in the emotionalradjusfment dimension, of
the experimental group were sigﬁific;ntly more positive than that of

the control group at the .05 level.



A comparison among:those in the experimental group indicated tﬁét
the increment of the self concept gain scores pertaining to acadamic value
of the high adjusted Campers were 51gn1f1cantly more positive than the

low ones at the .0l level. But the”increment of the self concept gain -

" scores measuringemotional adjustment'and interpersonal relationship of

the campers naving negative attitudes towards camping were significantly
more positive than fhose,having positive attitudes at the .05 level. -
The iow self“concept campers had their gain ncnres increased in
interpersonal relationship more positive than the high self concept
ones at the :05 lavel of significange. Compdring'othef initiai
characteristics father's more or iébs democtatic child rearing, high
or low achievement. motlvatlon and hlgh oY low 1eadersh1p of the campers,
there were no difference in the 1nérement of self concept scores.

~ The self concept retentiod data generating three mdnths after

the camp season showed that the séif concept scores of the experimental

‘Yroup were hlgher but not sxgn;fibantly thah those of the control group.

F;qm factor analysis, the tamping activities were divided into .
three groups with respect to sigé dnd type i:e. midaie siZe—living in
th% naturé, snall size-risking nnd'big size-nelationship.

In stepwise multiple reg#esnion anglysis, the multiple
?orrelation coefficient and the.coefficient of the denermination'ﬁétween'
the self concept increment and fouf.camping activifies were .4942-and

.2442 respectivily and they were significajit at the .0l level.



Not only indicating the crucial role of a well organized camping
¢
program, as an informal education, which‘could be used as a means in
the develophentai slum youth project, but alsc giving the guidelines to

organize and improve the camping program in order to develop Thai youth's

self concept, this study encouraged a contribution to Thai society.
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