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Suthathip Phretthinan. (2006). Economic Changes of Phichit Province during 1907 -
1933. Master’s Project, M.Ed. (History). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Wongduen

Narasuj.

This thesis focuses on the economic changes of Phichit during 1907-1933 by
studying the conditions and factors that created the economic changes, together with the
effects of such changes.

It is found that the economy of Phichit before 1907 was self-sufficient economic.
The production was only for local consumption. Major economic changes occurred after
1907, when the northern railroad was built through town. The train service was the main
factor for the economic changes since it was able to provide transportation throughout the
year. Boats, which were originally the main transportation, lost their importance because
trains could carry more and were more convenient.

The train service also expanded the economy of Phichit during 1907-1933,
changing from production for local consumption to production for trade. There was only
one type of farming, rice, for the market needs. Moreover, more Chinese traders came to
settle down in Phichit. These traders changed the economy of the city. They encouraged
more production by establishing rice mills.

Trains also created new commercial communities, especially along the train
stations in Tapan Hin, Bang Moon Nak, Hua Dong, Tha Lor, etc. These communities
grew into towns later.

Furthermore, the economic changes after 1907 affected local people’s way of
life. They preferred to buy consumer products instead of producing them themselves like
before. This brought about their dependence on products from the outside. Therefore,
whenever problems of market overflows took place, farmers could not rely on themselves
anymore. This caused them to go in debt or lose their land to investors. In addition, the
train service also brought people from other regions to settle down in Phichit, thus
creating even more land needs. Land prices rose so high that they caused fights over

land ownership.



After 1933, roads were constructed for the country’s development. This reduced
the importance of trains as the main transports. Since roads could reach and connect
every area, they created rapid development and many new communities. This
phenomenon shows that transportation is the main factor that has caused the economic

and social changes of Phichit since 1907.
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N.A. U (Tons) G (Tons)
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2460 - 2,578
2461 - 2,864
2462 - 548
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Department of Commerce and Statistics. (1921). Statistical Year Book of the Kingdom of
Siam B.E.2464. p. 182.
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