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The purposes of this investigation were to find the internal and
external causes of students' reading of 6 types of publicatications,
namely, academic books, non-fiction, fiction, newspapers, journals, and
popular magazines and to compare the causes, both internal and external,
between 18t - 2nd year and 3rd - 4th year students and between humanity
and social sciences students and science students. The sample group which
was obtianed by a stratified sampling method was comprised of 382
undergraduate students of Srinakharinwirot Universify at Prasarnmit.

The questionnaires were employed in data collection. Means and t-test
statistics were computed in data analysis.

Major findinge were as follows,

1. The major internal causes of the students' reading were, namely,
reading of an academic books to gain knowledge for using in various classes
and writing report and term paper (X = 4.539); reading of non-fiction to
gain knowledge in different fields (X = 3.419); reading of fiction to
entertain oneself (X = 3.937); reading newspapers to catch up with current
events (X = 4.573); reading of journals to gain knowledge for using in
vavious classes and writing report and term paper (X = 3.654); and reading
popular magazines to entertain oneself (X = 4.338) and to relax (X = 4.317).

2. The major external causes of reading were, namely, reading of
academic books was influenced by the tecturers' suggestions (X = 4.102);
and because they can be obtianed free of change in the library (X = 4.,079)
reading of non-fiction was inspired by the free of change in the library
(X = 3,785) which was also the case for reading fiction (X = 3.757),

newspapers (X = 4,186) and journal (X = 3.764). However, reading of



papular magazines was inspired by their contents which caught students'
interest (X = 4.021).

3. Both internal and external causes of reading of &4 types of
publication, namely, academic books, non-fiction, fiction, and journals
between male and female students were not different. However, while the
score of internal causes was not different, the female studnts scored
higher than the male students concerning external causes of newspaper
reading which was statistically significant at .05 level., This was also
the case of reading popular magazine and was statistically significant
at .01 level.

4, The internal causes of the 1st - 2nd and the 3rd - U4th year
students' reading of academic books, non-fiction, newspapers,
journals and popular magazines were not different while the internal
causes of the 18t - 2nd year students' reading of fiction scored higher
than the 3rd - 4th year students statistically significant at .05 level.
When considering the external causes, the 1st - 2nd year students' reading
of academic books, non-~fiction, fiction and popular magazines scored higher
than the 3rd - 4th year students statistically significant at .01 level,
reading of journals was statistically significant at .05 level, but reading
of newspapers was not different.

5. The internal causes of the humanity and social sciences students'
reading of academic books, non-fiction, newspapers, journals and popular
magazines were not different while the internal causes of humanity and
social sciences students' reading of fiction scored higher than the science

students statistically significant at .01 level., When considering the



external causes, the humanity and social sciences students' reading of
fiction scored higher than the science students statistically significant
at .01 level, reading of non-fiction, newspapers and popular magazines
were statistically significant at .05 level, but reading of academic

books and journals were not different.
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