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Maternal Love and Contrecl in Relatiom to Childrents

Altruism and Socral Daseiplane

The main purposes of this study were four folds : (1) to study
the influence of childrents attitudes toward maternal love and control
upon childrent®s altruism and social discipline ; (2) to investigate
the relationships between children¥s altruism and mothers' reinforcement
of altruistic behavior, and between altruism and social discipline ;

(3) to examine childrents altruism, social discipline according to sexes,
barth orders and urban - rural localities; (4) to construct three sets
of questionnaires * MAttitudes toward Maternal Love,® “Attitudes towards
Maternal Control" "Altruism," and to adopt and improve "Social Discipline
Questionnairre.® This research was conducted to teacher students in

fave teacher training colleges in Bangkok and provances. The sample
gize was 450,

The analysis of data revealed that the better or the more loved
group had more altruism than the less loved group i1n both types of
altruasm  the in-group and the out-group. The more controlled group
also had both types of altruism more than the less controlled group.

When the effects of the attitudes towards maternal love and
control were treated together, the group which perceaved themselves as
being given more love but less control were more altruistic than the
other two groups who perceived themselves as being given less loved

regardless of being more or less controlled. In addition to the above



findaings, signmificant positiv: ralationsh-ps were found between receiving
maternal love and altruism in all groups, but receivang maternal control
and altruism were positively related only in the two rural groups : the
males and the eldest chaldren.

For social discipline, the more loved group had larger total mean
score and larger mean scores of some aspects of social discipline than
the less loved group. But the less controlled group had more social
discipline in every aspect than the more controlled group.

When the effects of the attitudes toward maternal love and control
were treated together, a1t was discovered that the more loved and less
controlled group had more social discipline than the less loved and more
controlled group. Interestingly, significant relationships in a positive
direction were found between giving love and almost all the components
of social dascipline only for the last-child group. For other groups,
only certain aspects of social discipline were related to receivang
maternal love. One of the most revealing findings in this respect were
the significant relationships in the negative direction between receiving
maternal control and conformity component of social discipline, whach
was found only in the rural groups. Receiving maternal control was
negatively related to almost all the components of social discipline
for the last-child group.

Mother's reinforcement were found to be highly sigmificantly
related to both types of altruism : the in-group and the out~group, for
all groups. Navertheless, the urban females and the females who were
the last-child group, motherts reinforcement was positively associated

with out-group altruism, but not related to the in-group altruism. In



addation, i1n the later two groups, 1t was reported that the mothers
reinforced out-group altruism more than the in-group altruism.

No saignificant relationship was found between altruism and social
disciplane, Female groups were given more love and at the same tame
were controlled more than the male groups. There were two exception :
one was the last-child group in which the male and female were equally
loved the other was the youngest and the urban groups in which the male
and female were equally controlled.

When the urban and rural comparisions were made, maternal love
and control, sociral discipline were not statistically different ; but
the rural group had higher in-group altruism than the urban group. No
sigmficant different was found for out-group altruism.

A1l the questionnaires used in this study had high value of dis-
cramination power, high reliabilaty, and relatively hagh validaity values.

Most of the faindings in this study were consistent with other
studies in Thailand, for example, WKrengchai™ was highly related in a posi-
tave direction with mothers! warmth, and negatively related to severity
of punishment and restrictiveness, etc. Furthermore, it was found that
one of the components of "Krengchai®® was kindness. From these relation-

ships, 1t could be derived that altruism was similar to "Krengchai."
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