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The purpose of this study was ta survey-tha physidal conditions
of the so called “Self -~ dcfunse" Villages bordering Cambodia, in
Surin province., The needs and the opinions of the villagers ﬂrdﬁ‘
selected villages were also inves tl&utbd- the findings.would ke
utilized in planning of :activities, puicdelines gnd recomnandation in
the dev&loungnt of ‘non - formal education in the border areas.

six "self - defense! villages at the border betueen Thailand
and Cambodia vere selected for this research. Two villages vere
sciected from éuch of thQ three Districts ; Harbchérng, Sengldia and
Buachaid in Chuanguat Surin,

The methodulogy apnlied in datua collectioﬁ included.

(1) documentary analysis, (2) semd - structured interviews,

(3) participatory obgervations and recording of events, & total
mumber of 186 villugers were interviewed during field work inv stigation,
The fiadingﬂ were &5 follows

1. 4ihysicsl Conditiong of the Border Villages,

In These selected viilages, there were 1,496 families with
the total populution of 7,643, The avorage family nwibers vere 5.1
per gach family. The najority of the families did not have legad
possession of the land on which they fgrmed. Eighty - tuo per‘cent
of the Vllld’ea ouned the land while only 10% rcnt the lend., Due to
lindted land arez for cultivation, 7.9% of the villagers hed to rent
aaditional Land for cultivetion. Tbe'electriéity reac%ed 44.Tm of the

households in 4 villages. About 86% of the houses were roofed with



salvanized steel, the rest with tall dried gross.  The mnajority of
the villagers, 92.7% were pessauts, 5.8% as labowrers wund the rent
as nluntation workers ond andual raisers. The sericus problem faced

b

by the villavars vas the lack of ireigation systen supplying vater
for their paddy fields. The public hc;s.lt';h garvices were pour, for
educution access, eleuentary schools vere uvailable in 5 villages,
village reading csnters and village cable news cervices available
in 4 villages. Hogt of the law suites concerned the owning of the
land, per:soncil luteprity wid personal assets.

2« Iroblens Foced by the Villapers.

The problens faced by the villagers included (1) household
hygiene, (2) ugricultural ocutputs, (3) farmers solidurity', (4) public
health of the chiluren 1.- 5 yewrs of age, (5) farming in hot scuson,
(6) legal ownership off the tand, {(7) wood product and wood fuel ,

(¢) uater resources, (9) public health of the villagers, (10} publie
‘heulth of the nev barn avd infants, (11) vaceiidsation, and
(12) education for the géneral- publ_ic.

3. Opindens of the Villojger .

The villoprers viewved literacy as an imporiant aspect and
showed interost in literucy pI'ogrwns. In ,adcli"tion, mos.t.‘ pareﬁts
ol lli}:e their childien to attend schoc;i only ‘up to ;f‘iniuhing
elementary lovel (grude 6). Concerning out - of - :Schocl aducation

programs, nost of then liled to redd generzl news, listen to rusic

fron radio. and to see novics from telovigion, They ulco a read that



the follow problemé vere severe; poverty, lack of water - both for
drihking and for houschold use, poor cropping, sufety - both internally
and extern&ily, Yhey necdé assistance frao. the governauent in develomient
of vuter retiouwrce:s, acquisition of legal land ownership and vocation
PrrogErans, particulerly 1n dross noking, sewing, electricel repair and
small engine répuir. hAdditionally, they need educution%l Riel e PR
concerning basic Leuwlth care, househicld hyglene und growing vegetubles
and vlants.

4o feocosendstiond.

]

It vas recawended that -

L1 llon - farwal educution activitiéu should emphasize j
(1) voesztional training, (2) basic slills in 1lifs rﬁintcnance,
(3) snformation center, (4) the villugers local organization, (5) the
maintenance of religious and cultwral fuhctions, (&) the develiopont
of locully - avuiluble-technology, (7) wrovision of safety and gecurity
_sysfem, ‘nd (&) cocperation between [rivate and govental agencies.

4.2 'The soliderity of the local people should be fostered
to efifectively serve the poople in the coraunity. This included the
yumbon (Subdisteict) Council, the Villuge Committeé, thie Housewife Club,
the Furmers Club, the Youth Club, etc.

4.2 Bffccts slould be made to transforn the village into

infornetion - seeling society.
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