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Phantipha Jeenklub. (2008). An Analytical Study of Time Travel in Thai Novels. Master’s
Thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School of Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee: Ms. Porntada Suvattanavanitch, Mr. Banpot Sirichai.

This thesis aimed to study characteristics and themes shown in twelve Thai novels
featuring time travel. The results are as follows:

Regarding literary elements and plot development of time-travel Thai novels, the
study found that a conflict was created when a character traveled back and forth at different
points of time and the story reached its denouement when the travel through time stopped.
Characters were set to transport either back to undo the past or forward to the future to help
the ancestors. The plot line was developed by shifting between time sequences and
various settings, using dreams, omen, and prophesies as the sign of the future to create
suspense, and making letters or diaries connecting characters through time as a device to
develop the plot and reach the denouement. Characters in time-travel novels consisted of
those who traveled through time and those who did not.  They, however, shared some
common characteristics and some were stereotype characters. To achieve plausibility,
conversation of time travelers was different from that of general characters. Settings in time
travel novels which varied in time and place indicated the outstanding features of different
places, atmospheres and time periods.

In terms of themes, the study found that those twelve time travel Thai novels
conveyed both major and minor themes. Four major themes shown in the novels were the
theme of time and love, the theme involving social problems and guiding the solution to the
present society, the theme of worshipping ancestors’ heroic acts and instilling nationalism,
and the theme of harmony and unity. Two minor themes were the beliefs that one could
undo the past and that one could not. Most novelists conveyed the belief that one cannot
undo the past by citing Buddhist principles of Three Signs of Being and Karma as the

support.
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