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Pu:poses of thé study
l. To identify the characteristics of the dropout s students.
2. To identify the causes of failure which lead to dropping out,

3. To identify the characteristics that differentiate dropouts
from those of non-dropouts.

Lk, To compare the characteristics of students in each college.

5. To study the relationship among cognitive and non-cognitive
variables with the college academic achivement (cummulative
grade point average (CGPA) serve as criteria)

a. Relationship among non-cognitive variables (internal
and external factors) and CGPA.

b. Relationship among cognitive variables (entrance exami-
nation scores, grade point average each term) and CGPA.

6. To evaluate these findings as a‘guide for further study sed
and improvement,

Procedure

The subjects of the study were the second year students in the
academic year 1966-1967 of the College of Education Prasarnmit,
Patoomwan and Bangsaen. The population consisted of 46 dropout
students and 249 non-dropout students.

The data were gathered from records and questionnaires, the first
questionnaire was open ended. On the basis of the results of the
first questionnaivc, the second questionnaire was designed using a
5 point rating scale. 41l of the data from the questionnaire were
tested for reliability by means of the coefficient of stability and
internal check. The data were analyzed by an IBM 1130 and 360/40
electronic computer, .

Major finding

1. Characteristic of dropout students. It was found that more
boys than girls had dropped out except in Patoomwan College. The
average age of these students was 22 years. Three-fourths of these
dropouts came from provinces other than Bangkok and Thornburi. The
average monthly allowance of these students was 405 baht at Prasarn-
mit, 355 baht at Patoomwan and 270 baht at Bangsaen. The major
subjects that most of them took were Mathematics, History and Biology
at Prasarnmit, Patoomwan and Bangsaen respectively.

Half of the dropouts at Prasarnmit and B%ngsaen were in the
lower quartile of the entrance examination scores, but the entrance



examination scores of the dropouts at Patoomwan were almost in the
form of normalized distribution. Most of them chose the College of
Education as their first choice when they applied to study at the
higher education level,

2. Causes of failure and dropping out. Although drop-out can be
caused both by internal and external factors, the major cause of fail-
ure and dropping out was the external factors at the 99% level of con-
fidence.

3« Characteristic that differentiate dropouts from non-dropouts

there was no statistically significant difference
between dropouts and non-dropouts except in the area of worrying
about grades and about having to drop out.

L, Comparison of the three colleges for the various areas. The
rating of the students in these colleges showed statistically signifi-
cant differendes in the area of attention in studying, study habits
and techniques in studying, financiel, residential, curriculum, faci-
lities for studying,and cvaluation. There were no statistically
significant diffcrences in the areas of attitude in studying, personal,
health,and problems of teachers' teaching methods and evaluation.

5. The relationship among coguitive and non-cognitive variables
with the college academic achievement.

as+ Relationship among non-cognitive variables and criteria.
There is low correlation between non-cognitive variables and the
criteria.

b. Relationship among cognitive variables and criteria. The
correlation of the grade point average of each term with the criteria
is high, the highcst being for the 2nd. term for Prasarnmit students (r
='48701) and 3rd. term for Patoomwan and Bangsacn students (r = 0.8124
and .7756) and there is fairly high correlation betwcen the entrance
examination scores and the criteria although some tests have very low
or no predictive validity.-

Recommendations

1. The college of DBducation should provide a probation period
for those who fall belgw 2.2 (¢ = 2) and experimental research could
be designed to compare the academic aptitude, academic achievement,
adjustment, curriculum design and method of tcaching between the
group of students in the rank below 2.2 and the rank above 2.2.

2. The attitude of dropout studentstoward policy of cvaluation,
teachers' teaching, curriculum design, facilities for studying that
revealed in this research should be considered and should be care-~
fully studied as a guide to improve these argas.



3. The guidance program should be improved and expanded especially
in educational guidance.

k. Information from the predictors should be utilized; for exam-
ple since the data revealed that some entrance examination tests do
not have a high predictive validity, the college should improve
methods of selecting its students. And since the data revealed that
the second and third terms grade point average are the best predictors,
we should use this information to warn the students who are in danger
of dropping out and to screen students for special counseling.

Wle should also look more closely into this correlation to study
its real meaning. -

5« There should be some further research with other groups to
check and compare findings before making gencralization.
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