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The purpose of this thesis 1s to analyze the role of foreigners
in the establaishment of the palace educational program during the
rergn of King Rama V. The study concentrates on the form of educational
program, the policy of hairing foreigners, the role of foreigners in laying
out program of education in the palace and the consequernges.

The analysis shows that education in the palace had been formed since
the Sukhothail period and had remained the same until the beginming at the
Ratanakosin period; that 1s education had not yet spread to the people.

Not until King Hama V rad hired foreigners of many nationalities to help
orgamzing education system for his children that the system of education
in the palace took change. The kung's sons and noble's son were <ent to
educate abroad with the hope that they would be help developing the country
when they returned. The King's hope was fvifillcd because all those who had
graduated from abroad were given high administrative positions. They were
powerful forces béhlnd the westernization programme in all ficlds. The
polatical moderﬁizatlon during King Rama V especiclly was the starting
point in polmfical changes of the future. The education whach before

had more or less restricted in the palace has spread to the masses
accordang tuv the Kingl!s policy and has become the pattern of national

education until these days.
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awuuUINn 1.

No. 108 Grand foyal Palace
12th, May 1864 Bangkok
To
Lady Leonowens

My dear Madam

I boz to inform you I shall have liberty to do enquiry in regard to
2 slave girls, complained by you to me, of respective names Mea Cheng and
Maa dang: the sald slave girls are now in possession of the Lady Khoon
Peech being of previous slave-parents, born on the estape of her, the said
Lady Khoon Peesh's father, paternal, For me, even King of Siamese people,
to grant said girls freedom from obligatiron to servo thelr lawful mastress,
will be greatest violation of Siamese law and custom, or to afford
facility unto you of buying of saild girls and then sctting free, without
ocbbaining first full consent of Lady Fhoon Peesh their mastress, would
be equal great violation, But you may go and visit said lady herself,
and doubtless you will obtain by wise and persuading dis course, requried
permit of purchasing of said slave-girl on coat of ticals not tooldrge
perhaps 100 T's tor both, to eappease the strong desire on your part to
gset free the said slave girls

I beg to remain Madaml

Yours faithful friend and wellwisher.
5.7, P, Maha Mongkut R,S.

Very privete postscraipt

You shall have remembered once, since three months past, or more

perhaps you have said to our hearing '"that slavery shall bs a great blot
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on the Siamese natron? and I heve denind Tour word. and stated to you
that sald slavery as existing in our Country zs not of such the bad nature
as the many kinds of labourwslavery on unfruitful solls and in below the
earth surface deep mines, and in fectories operated by men, women and even
sometimes children, as now prevailing in many highly civilized countries
in Europe: and you have declaired in our hear, very, positive, "that mo
nation which holds or permits selling human beings, in markets for money
can ever be great", Now I am desiring of you to well consider and
return by letter, or by word of mouth to ug, on these doubiless
points well known to you i,e, Whether it 1S more proper, or more
humaine to purchase and possess slaves in men and women, and wven
whole of families, fairstly, of prisoner-slaves captured in war with
neighbouring states, scondly, rebel-slaves as forfeiting liberty on
account of treachery and disloyalty to reigning monarch, thirdy,
whole of families of our common people, born of serfs, on estates
of princes and nobles, and fourthly, slaves of debts, i.e. money
loaned to perentw® and grand-parenis, being still not repaid the
owners of such all slaves of which are very numerous in our country
are careful of the bobily condition of their property, only with
some very few excepting, and willing to bestow on them that all
which is requisite for good living éood for consumption an rice,
cloths in phanungs, huts of bamboo structure to dwoell therein, and
even such the education as obtain in our monasteryaschools and
temples and all such games andsports, as are free to general use
among our common people, to this day: than to be a free people and

to leave 2ll of common people to be under heal of great companies,
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or industry Kings and Governors, or manufacturing corporation Priaces,
to labour hard even little chaldxren at very late hours, at lowest
possible wage, and in poorest human lodgement, many beings crowded

in one hut, or one room even, in all your civilized cities such as
London Manchester, Glasgow, such the labourer often unable to provide
necessary food for such the families many of whom are starving and

in such the wretched state, that the men, and even the women, fly to
strong drink Alcohol or whisky or even brandy for relief from present
misery and difficulty., Now which state of the case shall you coneader
as the more preferable or more evill] You will not deny the truth of
my statement here of made, and will deliver your opinion hereof on
this matter to us frankly, and without as foreign missionaries do-bias
or leaning towards their own countries-for you are not so ignorant of
word political affairs as most of womankind, In the teaching of our
Holy Law Beok, the Dharmah pada, Footsteps of Virtue, the Bible of the
Buddhists people, there shall be no such the slavery allowable as
practised in 0ld testament of Jewish origin, Although the Buddhast
Lavs are more ancient than Christian era even, and you ahall bring to
your recollection that Chrastianity even did not help toward the
abolishment of slavery. All of Chrastian nations has made rich
profitiing by commerce, England even not excepted in holding slaves

as well as in trading slaveships etc. etc. almost even up to present
date as for example the war in the United States of America, just in
case point, As I shall have stated to you already in previous political

conversation, held in our anti-chamber in Grand royal palace, I shall
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doubtless without hesitation, abolish slavery in our kingdom of Siam
in accordance with your expressed desire for the distinguishing of my
rei1gn, but as I here state, and even very privily to you, that our
common people are not pleased on me and on your beloved pupil Prince
Chowfa Chulalongkorn but nave more pleasure on another amiable family:
although I have not been doing anything contrary to, or unfavourable
to the good of my people: end they doubtless would regard such the
action on my part as arbitrary and violation of most common law and
ancient custom of Siamese people. So you shall now understand that
shall be good course for me to gocircumspectly 1,e. looking all arocund
and not be induced to hurried and rash steps by strong advigse of _
philsnthropic individual however well dispositioned,
I beg to remain Maam!
Your faithful friend and hell wisher
- (Signed) S, P. P, Maha Mongkut R.S,

The writer hereof shall place his confidence on you always.
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