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The purpose of this study was to comstruct a qualitative diagnostic
test in Thai spelling writing skills. Thg test comprised 7 subtest :
cluster consonsant words, initial cluster consonant words, compound words
with double "3%", irregular spelling system compound werds, compound
words with Thai vowels and '"Karan" spelling words. It was designed to
investigate the reasons for the mistakes in spelling Thai words of
Prathom Suksa II students. f

Simple random sampling was used to draw a total of 286 Prathom
Suksa II students of the academic year 1989 from the démonstration schools
under the Ministry of Univeréity Affairs.

The test construction was developed from the -survey test
construction and took twq forms a written dictation and a listening
dictation from a tape recorder. The test was based on behavioral
objectives in order to compile the writ;ng.characteristics, to form a
mispeiling writing formaf and to analyse the mistakes.

The diagnostic test was trialled 3 times. The first testing was
for item analysis and fo¥ collection and improvement of the items, The
second on was for item analysis and collection of the items. The third
one was to find out the quality of £he test and to categorize the defects
of spelling into formate by the trialled reliable survey tests. The
instructions were in the tegting manual,

~ The results of the study revealed that all of the dlagnostié
subtests had .a level of difficulty ranging from .65 to. .98 and a level
of discrimination ranging from .03 to .97. The rellabilities of the

seven subtests were .8219, .7746, .8550, .8666, .9199, .9354 and .8850



respectively. The content validity of the test was examined by
judgement of subject matter experts as to thé consistency between items
and abjectives. The experts' judgements were taken to compute an index
of item-objective consistency, and the index was all 1.00. Thié

indicated that the diagnostic test showed significant content validity.
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