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Bangkeox: Graduats School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committes:

Prof. Wirocn Tangcharoen, Assist. Prof. Wsnarat Tangcharosn,

This was an art analytical study of Maoris jade jewelry collected at Auckland
Museum, New Zealand. 1t included 166 personal pieces of jewslry of 7 exhibition
cabinets and classified into 12 symbolic patterns and 7 kinds of jade. The analysis
focused on symbolic pattern, meaning, background, component structure, kind of jade,
and meaning related to Maoris art and cultural context in New Zealand. The analysis
study couid be concluded as follows:

According to the symbolic pattem, it was found that Maoris crated jade jewsliry
with different patterns descending from Polynesian ancestors who immigrated to New
Zealand. Maoris adapted as their own unique pattern and it could be classified
according to its structure and component and ideas, namely, Hei-Tiki pattern, Pekapeka
pattern, Kaka poria pattern, Marakihau pattern, Manaia pattem, Koropspe pattem, fish
hook or Hei-matau pattem, adze pattem, wedge pattern, Kuru kapeu pattem, Kuru
mahora pattern, and different symbolic pattems. '

Maoris found jede and used as tool and precious jewslry. This kind of jade
found in New Zealand was nephrite and bowenite. Maoris had known how to use jade
as tool and jewelry when they settled down on this island. Maoris jade jewelfy became
commercial jewelry and was well known for European since captain Cook reached this
island in 1770C.

facris art and cultural context was refated to jade jewelry as clearly seen that
natural influence was closed to Maoris style of living. The symbolic pattern of Maoris
jade jewelry arose by natural ideas and revealed varioty of idea's theme. Thus its
meaning of symbolic pattern was belief according to spirit — based, belief about beyond
the death, ideal paitern of ideas and ghost such as jade jewelry as charm protecting
danger for those wearing it. Moreover, jade jewelry was also related to precious
inheritance of family member and identified position and socio-economic of Maoris. As

for living tool, Maoris usually punched a smalt hole for hanging and used as personal

jeweiry,
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