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The objectives of this research were to study the reasons to
enter the nunhood and the educational needs of tﬁé Thai Buddhist nuns
and also to compare the educational needs of the Thai nuns having
different socio - economic backgrounds; fhe samples consisted of 353
Thal nuns staying at the buddhist nun stations or témples registered
under the Thai nun Institute from eight provinces from all parts of the
country. The Instrument used for this research was the questionnaire
constructed by the researcher.  The percentage, the chi-square were
applied in order to analyze and compare the educational needs of the
Thai nuns,

.It was found that ;-

1. The significant reasons of entering the nunhood were the loyal
trust in the Lord Buddha preaching, The expecting of happy and superlative
life and the belief in superstitions, The other reasons': solving the
family's problem, seeking the better change for the betterment of future,
lacking of patrons, supporting the Buddhist religion and society 6 seeking
the peaceful life, following one's persuation and satisfying the basic
needs {(food and shelter) were not the significant reasons,

2. The Thai nuns showed their interest in education opportunities
both in the religious.and general fields but only in the basic ievels_
Only few of them wanéed to ;tudy in the higher levels, The neeﬁed education

should be given by the government or the temples free of charge,6 the class



should be o?ganized in the temples,'day time class with instruction and
evaluation should be done in the semester or academic year system.
Curriculum should be constructed under the coﬁsideration of the Ministry
of Education, the Department of Religion and the Association of the
Supereme Priests.

3. The educational needs of the Thai nuns varied extensively and
the socio - economic backgrounds played important roles in the educational
needs varlation. S - ‘

The researcher also suggested various ways to improve the image
and education of the Thai nuns. The project for educational development
of the Thai nuns was a2lso introduced to the institutes responsible for

the betterment of image and quality of the Thai nuns.
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