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THE CONSTITUTION OF ELDERLY IN MODERN SOCIETY
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Cherasak Sookwattana. (2002) . The Constitution of Elderly in Modern Society
Dissertation , Ed.D. (Development Education). Bangkok : Graduate School ,
Srinakharinwirot University .Advisor Committee : Asst. Prof. Dr.Surawut
Pudthaisong , Asst.Prof.,Pensiri Jeradechakul, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Napaporn

’ }’r,
Havanon.

The identity and significance of elderly in traditional society as being a “Rom
Poh Rom Sai “ or a source of livelihood and wisdom for children and grandchildren has
changed in the process of modernization as being dependent, weakness, and
nonproductive. This study uncovered the discursive practice of capitalism in
designating the elderly to be the otherness through the construction of knowledge in
various academic disciplines particularly gerontology. Such scientific based knowledge
in couple with modern technology took power and invaded traditional knowledge and
wisdom possessed by the elderly. In this study, the elderly in a rural community in the
Northeast of Thailand were interviewed and discussed about lives of the elderly in the
past and all changes imposed on them by modemn ways of living. Their voices signified

their inferiority and insecurity in the community in the course of development.
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