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Many researchers had investigated the history of Ayutthaya
kingdom in terms of her pplititics and government, her relations with
other countries, economics, social and cultural affairs. Those studies
revealed the glory of the Ayutthaya kingdom which was the result of
the metioned factors. However, geographic factors had not yet been
studied. 1In fact, Ayutthaya was situated in the low-1lying land where
a network of riveers and canals linked up. Such situation was
different from thore of farmer Thai kindoms in other regions. The
gimilar environmental situation had later been chosen when Thonburi
and Rattanakosin kingdoms were established.

The purpose of this thesis was to study the significance of
fivers and canals in the lower basin of the Chao Phraya river which
had effect on the Ayutthaya kingdom. The study was accomplished
through a geographical history analysis. The result of the gtudy
revealed important rivers and canals in the lower basin of the
Chao Phraya river. Ther rivers and canals had major roles of the
roads connecting the capital city and the outer provinces ; helping
protect the kingdom, especially the city of Ayutthaya ; being a
gignificant support factor of the centralized governing where the
kings were believed to be gods on earth. The centralization governing
was also a dominant characteristic of Ayutthaya governing. The rivers
and canals also had significant contributions to the economics of
Ayutthaya since she was both agricultural, for wich water for
agriculture was required, and commerical kingdom.

The city of Ayutthaya, which was the capital of the kingdom,
wag an important port in Southeast Asia between centuries 21 - 24,

The Ayutthaya’s network of rivers and canals enabled the communication



and the tranmsportation of goéds between inner kingdom cities and
cities along the sea shore as well as other countries in Asia and
Europe. The rivers and canals made people commit to water{ This
was evident through the household location, food resources as well
as festivals. The watercourese also introduced the communication
with foreigners which resulted in the flowing of abroad culture
into Ayutthaya society, for example, Hinduism and Buddhism had been
mixed with Ayutthaya original culture. This was evident in the
royal ceremonies and folk customs which made Ayutthaya become a

well-known international city.
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