THE TRAVELLING EXHIBITION FOR YOUNG READERS IN THAILAND
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The Travelling Exhibition of Books for Young Readers, a project preposed by the
Children's Reading Development Association {(CREDA) and the Srinakharinwirot
University Library, is being funded as a one-year experimental project by Unesco
through its Sector for Book Development and Culture and as a link in the Inter-
national Network of Unesco Associated Libraries. The project took root in late fw
1989, d::]‘)
The aim of this Network is to promote throughout the world the represeniacive -
works of different cultures through active library cooperation and wass commu-
nication. In consonance with Unesco's objectives, t 'he'Travelling Exhibition aims
to open the wonderful world of books to children and to make them aware of the
world's existing problems which are related to such concerns as peace; human
rights; literacy; enviromment; drug abuses; cultural, economic and social develop-
ment. It is hoped thalt our young readers' understanding of the world, their
respect and appreciation of the different cultures and values of other countrics ﬁ
will help to enhance better understandirg and peace among the children of the 1
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Apart from the exhibiticn of childrens' books nd other materials published in
Thailand and in other countries, workshops and other activities are conducted to
enliven the exhibition. Librarians and teachers are shown various ways of intro-
ducing booké and making them come alive. The exhibition finds ways to make books
reach as many children as possible in particular those in remete and disadvanteged
areas. Five exhibitions have been organized to date: in Surathani and Choomporn
in the South, Cholburi in the East, Khon Kaen in the Northeast, and in Pitsanulok
in the North., During the National Book Week in Bangkok in April 1990 the Exhibi-
tion will also be open to the public and a special program for handicapped
children. TFor a multiplier effect, at each exhibition, a workshop is organized
for teachers aund librarians to enable them to conduct the exhibition in their own
localities using a set of selected titles deposited in their regional libravy AQ
along with the exhibition racks/pockets and kit. ‘

While the exhibition ccncentrates on books for young readers, children's boax 5“
writers, illustrators and publishers in Thailand as well as teachers, librarians

and parents are also being exposed to the reading materials through book
discussions.

In the next stage of this project, it is planned that an active exnhange of
children's books be stressed to enable Thai children to enjoy the best of
of other countries. Likewise, the exchange should enable Thailand to
outstanding Thai titles with children in other countries.
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Interested organizations or individuals wishing to exchange books and other
materials for young readers may contact: :

Travelling Exhibition of Books for Young Readers
The Library, Srinakharinwirot Unlverclty
Prasarnmit, Sukhuwmvit 23

Bangkok 10110
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LIENTES:

Travelling Exhibition of Books for Young Readers
The Library, Srinakharinwirot University
Prasarnmit, Sukhumvit 23

Bangkok 10110

Tel: 2584002-3

Fax: 662-2604514, 662-2584006
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e consultant missions to advise on the choice of
the system and on further automation
possibilities such as networking and online
searching.

LIBRARY AUTOMATION AND NETWORKING

More than 600 librarians from 25 countries
participated in the first European Conference on
Library Automation and Networking which took
place in Brussels, Belgium, from 9 to 11 May
1990, as announced in the last issue of the
Newsletter. Unesco’s  participation in  this
Conference was as follows:

e A financial contribution of US$ 15,000 which
allowed 15 librarians from 11 Eastern and
South-European countries to participate in
the Conference;

e The preparation of a working document on
Interlending and document supply in Europe
which was distributed to the participants.

e A presentation, made during the opening
session by the representative of the Director
General, of the Organization’s Medium-Term
Plan (1990-1995) with particular reference to
the General Information Programme.

The Proceedings of the Conference,
including the text of some 50 communications by
the most experienced librarians from each region
of Europe, will be published by K.G. Saur
Verlag, Heilmanstrasse 17, 8000 Miinchen 71,
FRG.

Copies of the document Interlending and
document supply in Europe (PGI-90/WS/13) are
available from the Division of the General
Information Programme.

UNAL

Travelling Exhibition of Books for Young
Readers

Barefoot children walking to and from school
through rice fields and lonely dirt roads, often
empty-handed, not even a school book in the
hand, is a scene that confronts an observer of life
in rural areas of Thailand. Among many other
needs, such is the situation which gave the basic
idea of a Travelling Exhibition of Books for
Young Readers organized during the period

October 1989 - April 1990 in Thailand by the
Children’s Reading Development Association
(CREDA), which is part of Srinakharinwirot
University, Prasanmit, Bangkok. The project was
initiated within the framework of the Unesco
Network of Associated Libraries (UNAL) and
received financial support from Unesco’s
Division for Arts, Cultural Exchanges and Book
Promotion.

In consonance with Unesco’s objectives, the
Exhibition aims at opening the wonderful world
of books to children and making them aware of
the world’s present problems in relation to such
concerns as peace, human rights, literacy,
environmnt, drug abuse, cultural, economic and
social development. It is hoped that the young
readers’ understanding of the world, their respect
for and appreciation of the different cultures and
values of other countries will help enhance better
understanding and peace among the children of
the world.

Five exhibitions have been organized so far
in different parts of Thailand: in the South, in
the East, in the North-East and in the North.
During the National Book Week celebrated in
Bangkok in April 1990, the Exhibition was open
to the public and included a special programme
for handicapped children.

In conjunction with each exhibition, a
workshop was held in order to familiarize
teachers and librarians with adequate methods
and techniques to attract young people to books
through making the latter alive, meaningful and
enjoyable to the potential readers and to enable
them to conduct similar exhibitions in their own
vicinities. To that end participants were offered a
package of training materials as well as a
bibliography.

The Travelling Exhibition attempts to find
ways in which to make books reach as many
children as possible, more particularly in remote
and depressed areas, by depositing a replica set of
the Exhibition in a regional library - where
teachers and librarians may borrow it for display
in their own localities. :

While the Exhibition concentrates on books
for young readers, writers, illustrators and
publishers of children’s books in Thailand, as
well as parents, are also sensitized to the reading
materials through discussions.

The evaluation by workshop participants
revealed the following needs:

e to have frequent workshops or in-service
training on how to present books and other
reading materials to children;
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® to learn how to make libraries attractive and
provide meaningful services;

e to learn how to write and illustrate books for
young readers;

® to learn how to relate books to the curriculum
and lessons plans;

e to learn how to use waste materials or
low-cost local resources for story-telling;
to learn how to use songs for story-telling;
to learn how to acquire a collection of books
through gifts and exchange.

In the next stage of this project, an active

exchange of children’s books will be undertaken
to enable Thai children to enjoy the best of books
of other countries. Likewise, the exchange should
enable Thailand to share its well-loved stories
with children in other countries.

Organizations or individuals wishing to
exchange books and other materials for young
readers may contact:

Travelling Exhibition of Books for Young Readers
The Library, Srinakharinwirot University
Prasarnmit, Sukhumvit 23

BANGKOK 10110, Thailand.

Intercultural Activities in African Libraries

An International Workshop on Intercultural
Activities in African Libraries was held at the
Unesco Regional Office for Education in Africa
(BREDA) in Dakar from 30 April to 4 May
1990.

Organized on the initiative of the World
Federation of Unesco Clubs, Centres and
Associations (FMACU) with financial assistance
from the International Fund for the Promotion
of Culture and Unesco/PGlI, it was one of the
very first activities carried out within the

framework of the recently created Unesco
Network of Associated Libraries (UNAL) (see
Vol. 18, No.1, 1990 of the Newsletter)

Participants included librarians and cultural
workers from Benin, France, Ghana, Mali,
Thailand and, of course, Senegal. The purpose of
the meeting was to exchange information and
experience in the field of public reading, the
organization of book production and distribution
and intercultural activities and to work out a list
of proposals for activities which might be carried
out in this field.
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One experiment in public reading, in which particular
emphasis is placed on intercultural activities, is that of the
'Tibrary temples', which are administered by the Ministry of
Education. On Buddhist holy days, the Thai population goes to
the temple to pray, and it is for that reason that they have
been provided with small libraries or 'reading corners', which
are stocked with books through donations and are run by the
monks. The books are chiefly intended for children and
housewives.

II. TRAVELLING EXHIBITION OF BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS

This pilot project was organized in 1989-1990 by the
Children's Reading Development Association (CREDA), which is
part of Srinakharinwirot University, Prasarn Mitr Rd, Bangkok,
within the framework of the Unesco Network of Associated
Libraries (UNAL), with Unesco's financial support.

In consonance with Unesco's objectives, the Exhibition
aims at opening the wonderful world of books to children and
making them aware of the world's present problems in relation
to such concerns as peace, human rights, Tliteracy, the
environment, drug abuse, and cultural, economic and social
development. It is hoped that the young readers' understanding
of the world and their respect for and appreciation of the
different cultures and values of other countries will help
enhance better understanding and peace among the children of
the world.

Five exhibitions have been organized so far in different
parts of Thailand: in the South, in the East, in the
North-East, and in the North. During the National Book Week
celebrated in Bangkok in April 1990, the Exhibition was open
to the public and included a special programme for handicapped
children.
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In conjunction with each exhibition, a workshop was held
in order to familiarize teachers and librarians with adequate
methods and techniques to attract young people to books
through making the latter alive, meaningful and enjoyable to
potential readers and to enable them to conduct similar
exhibitions in their own vicinities. To that end, participants
were offered a package of training materials, as well as a
bibliography.

The Travelling Exhibition attempts to find ways in which
to make books reach as many children as possible, more
particularly in remote and depressed areas, by depositing a
replica set of the Exhibition in a regional 1library, where
teachers and librarians may borrow it for display in their own
localities.

While the Exhibition concentrates on books for young
readers, writers, illustrators and publishers of children's
books in Thailand, as well as parents, are also sensitized to
the reading materials through discussions.

The evaluation made by workshop participants revealed the
following needs:

to have frequent workshops or in-service training on how
to present books and other reading materials to children;

to learn how to make 1libraries attractive and provide
meaningful services;

to learn how to write and illustrate books for young
readers;

to learn how to relate books to the curriculum and lesson
plans;

to learn how to use waste materials or low-cost local
resources for story-telling;

to learn how to use songs for story-telling;
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to learn how to acquire a collection of books through
gifts and exchanges.

In the next stage of this project, an active exchange of
children's books will be undertaken to enable Thai children to
enjoy the best of books of other countries. Likewise, the
exchange should enable Thailand to share its well-loved
stories with children in those countries.

Organizations or individuals wishing to exchange books
and other materials for young readers may contact:

Travelling Exhibition of Books for Young Readers
The Library, Srinakharinwirot University

Prasarn Mitr Rd, Sukhumvit 23

BANGKOK 10110, Thailand

Supartra CHATNGERN
Department of Library Science
Ramkhamheang University
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TREE PLANTING, gifts of plants to
farmers, nature conservation camps for
young people, awareness raising cam-
paigns, activities in rural areas fo improve
the conception of energy-efficient, thus
wood-saving, ovens: the environment was af
the centre of a Sub-Regional training
seminar for UNESCO Club leaders organized
in New Delhi from April 6 to 9 by the Indian
Confederation of UNESCO Clubs and
Associations. At the meeting, 35 Club
leaders and members of the UNESCO
National Commissions of Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, recommen-
ded that their already large range of
environmental activities be further broade-
ned and intensified.

v

UKRAINIAN ARTISTS gave a gala
benefit concert on April 4 in Paris’
Espace Pierre Cardin for the UNESCO
Chernobyl Programme. The chamber
orchestra "Concerto Grosso", five so-
pranos and a bass, performed music
ranging from baroque and contempo-
rary to popular Ukrainian music. An
exhibition/sale of works by Ukrai-
nian sculptors Wladimir and Vassyl
Odrehiwski was also staged in the
foyer of the theatre. Total proceeds of
about 20,000 FF went to UNESCO’s
Programme in favour of victims of the
1986 nuclear disasfer.‘

SOPRANOS OULIANA TCHAIKOWSKI (RIGHT) AND
ODARKA MAZURYK SING FOR CHERNOBYL
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General Information Programme

MISSING LINKS

Seeking libraries in North, UNAL takes its case to the Hague

Question: What does the world’s most
frequented public reference library have
in common with a railroad train in Zaire?

Answer: Both the Bibliotheque Publi-
que d’Information/BPI (14,000 visitors a
day) at Paris’ Centre Georges Pompidou
and Zaire’s "Culture Train" are members
of the UNESCO Network of Associated
Libraries (UNAL).

TRAVELLING
EXHIBITION pem
OPENS THE &
WORLD OF
BOOKS T0
YOUNG BB
READERS IN
THAILAND 8
(PHOTO =
UNesco) B

Although barely two years old, UNAL
already counts 55 libraries: 19 in Africa,
17 in Asia, 9 in Latin America, and 4 in the
Arab States - but only 6 in Europe.

"Obviously such a scheme can func-
tion efficiently only if it is truly internatio-
nal,” said Ms Antje Schurek, coordinator
for UNAL within UNESCO’s General In-
formation Programme (PGI).

Since indeed one of its main objectives
is to promote collaboration between North
and South, the matter was recently taken
to The Hague, not quite to the World Court,
but to the Royal Library where, from March
19 10 21, a "European Workshop of Libra-
ry Cooperation” was organized by the In-

ternational Federation of Library Associa-

tions and Institutions (IFLA) and the Dutch
Centre for Libraries and Literature.

On the agenda were various means for
mobilizing European libraries and invol-
ving them in such activities as training,
exhibitions, book donations, twinning, etc.

Launched in 1990 as a further link in
the web of institutions like Associated
Schools (2000 in 98 countries) and UNESCO

. Clubs (3,700 in 100 countries), UNAL,
~with however limited means, has already

proved an effective tool not only for the

UNESCO SOURCES No.

spread of knowledge but for getting the
UNESCO message across by promoting
intercuitural dialogue, human rights, lite-
racy, environmental and other issues.
Activities have included a Travelling
Exhibition of Books for Young Readers
and three workshops: on "The Role of
Libaries in Promoting Awareness on En-

26-29, 1991); on "Intercultural Activities
in some African libraries” (Dakar, Sene-
gal, April 30-May 4, 1991) - a meeting at
which participants leamed more about the
“Culture Train" whose library coach, cine-
ma coach, stage platform and storage wa-
gonrolls over 1,320 km in Zaire; and more

recently, on "The Role of Libraries in
Fighting Illiteracy," in Caracas, Venezue-
la, from February 2 10 9.

Reports on workshops are available
on request as is a brochure on UNAL and
how to join: most libraries are eligible pro-
vided they are open to the public and serve
the local community.

“There are unlimited ways in which
libraries in the North can help,"” said Ms
Souad Hubert of the BPI who ran UNES-
CO-sponsored courses which, between
1987 and 1991, helped train some 120
Third World specialists. She is convinced
that if better informed a large number of
these libraries would join the Network
“and find it to be a source of enrichment
for all.”

Betty WERTHER
& UNAL, General Information Programme
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storywytelling

What is storytelling

)

Sharing thought and experience with
librarians, teachers and parents on

the traditional art of telling stories

Storytelling is the art of :

Bringing the spoken words to life.

Sharing a treasure trove of experience,
understanding and wisdom “from heart to heart” .
Opening a doorway to wonderful worlds of
imagination and discovery.

alluring readers to books and the joy of

reading.

Storytelling———

Cultivates imagination and self expression.
Develops value and inspire.

Builds a sense of community and continuity from one
generation to the next.

Encourages reading.

Enriches all areas of the curriculum (I.E. History,
Science, firts——-on to Social Sciences)

Is fun.

To be successful, tell stories that :

You enjoy.

Cover your experience.

Interest and inspire.

Suit the age level of the audience, for example:
@ Ages 4-7 : fables, folk tales and fairy tales.
@ Ages 7-14 : myths, legends, adventures.

@ Ages 14— : Biographies of stories.



How to tell stories ?

- Learn a story by heart instead of memorizing.

- Relate your story to the audience asking them if they
have had a similar experience or if they have heard
of a similar story, or by telling them of your
experience.

- Build on yesterday’s story, if there has been regular
storytelling hours, etc.

- Explore version of a story to be told including
biography of the author and illustrator to make the

story more informative and interesting.

- Use effective language, and an expressive voice to
“carry” your tale.

- Hake eye contact with your audience.

- As sultable/appropriate animate the story with finger
plays, puppets, pictures, that are best left to the
imagination.

- Relax and enjoy yourself, in other words, get lost in
the story.
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Contributed by : Ampal Amrungsub

Anchalee Amnajtham

Aree Cheunwattana

Aurathai Nareesa;ard

Pornpimon Saensaney

Sahatthaya Clayhan

Wanna Sawasdiphak

Consultant : David Frank. ... ... cceoeeeee. Canadian Yolunteer

Dr. Maria Laosoonthara...... Librarian who initiated the project.

The Travelling Exhibition of Books for Young Readers Project
The Central Library,
Srinakharinwirot University, Prasanmit
Sukhumvit fS
Bangkok 10110 Thailand
Tel: 258-4002-3
Fax: 662-2604514, 662-2584006
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The Travelling Exhibition of Books for Young Readers Project
The Central Library
Srinakharinwirot University, Prasanmit
Sukhumvit 23
Bangkok 10110 Thailand
Tel: 2584002-3
Fax: 662-2604514, 662-2584006
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