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Abstract

This research aims to study 1. the idea of Thai society about flooding and the changing of
this idea before 1857 and 2. how Thai society dealt with flooding before 1857 and how it could be
related to the idea of flooding.

This research finds out that, before the reign of King Mongkut, Thais regarded flooding as
an important incident with an impact on surviving or not surviving of the society. This recognition
led to several flooding prevention measures, such as, house-building in higher area, house with
higher pole, or modern irrigation system, so that water could be drained as soon as possible.

As Thai society entered the modern Age at the beginning of King Mongkut's reign, the
educated Thais tried to use science to explain flooding and new technology to invent new flooding
prevention measures. This process could be seen even clearer after the revolution in 1932.

In the beginning of Modern Age to the time, the normal Thai used normal measure to deal
with flooding, this means, they waited until the water got drained itself. After the reign of King
Chulalongkorn, Thais began to use modern technology to deal with flooding. However, new
technology couldn’t help much since Thai government didn't take the improvement of its irrigation

system seriously.
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