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Prit Supasetsiri and Nition Pornumpaisakul : VESSANTARA JATAKA:
FROM THE CANONICAL BOOK TO THE COMTEMPORARY
LITERATURE, 153 p.

Abstract

This research is aimed at studying the shared characteristics, differences and the
distribution of Vessantara jataka from animation media to the story in six versions
namely: “Vessantara” nai Dasajati Jataka Chood Jataka Thai Tamjai Mae,
“Pravessantara” nai Dasajati Assajan, “Charttisib Vessantara in Dasajati — Jataka (Chabab

Gartoon), “Pravessantara” nai Dasajati Chabab Gartoon Si See, “Vessantara, nai Tong
Dasajati Phan Jitragram: Phu, Ja, Na, Wi, Wae"; and “Pha. Phawade nai Son-wai-nai-sim:
Kor-Or nai Cheevit E-san"”

Findings revealed that contemporary literature media in all six versions of the
story “Vessantara” had the same or shared characteristics inherited from the Tipitaka
which are the main characters, characters’ traits, and the religious ideology on alms-
giving. The two differences found in all six versions of Pravessantara in methods of
presentation and use of language. In regard to presentation, the methods of presenting the
story were pictures of animation, as well as pictures in drawing and painting. Regarding
the use of language, the difference of each version rested on how the story was told:
through oral presentation, reading aloud, using exclamation, the insertion of dialogues
and conversation, lectures and poems, viewpoints of the writers, and English words
added to the story. This research also showed that the distribution of the story of
Pravessantara originating from the Tipitaka to contemporary literature media in all six
versions still retained the uniqueness of the story. However, some details had been
changed through omission, expansion, and self-correction. The omission was used in the
parts of Bokkharapat Rain in present representation, the birth of Pravessantara, the section
of Pravessantara’s stretching hands to beg his mother’s possession for donation,
the Child Vessantara granting his ornaments as donation, the rationale of coining the
names Charlie and Kanhajina, and donation sites.Significantly, The shared characteristics,
the differences and the distribution of all six versions of the story of Pravessantara from
the Tipitaka to contemporary literature media were affected by social context and
audience. Such factors involved the change of Buddhism documentation to simplicity.
However, the important ethical message about alms-giving of Pravessantara still has been
powerfully preached and propagated.
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2.2.3 UTUNNIIRIANTDIARATGY (The Social Context of Folklore)

ARRLN UNEARN (William R. Bascom) T Miun1sfa1sanasuunniedeanly
nsanmdiayanituluunanEes “Four Functions of folklore” 6a%
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'The first point | wish to discuss is that of the social context of Folklore, its place in the daily round of
life of those who tell it. This is not a “Problem” in the strict sense, but rather a series of related facts which
must be recorded, along with th texts, if the problems of the relation between folklore and culture or the
functions of folklore, or even the creative role of the narrator, are to be analyzed. These facts include: (1) when
and where the various forms of folklore are tolds; (2) who tells them, whether or not they are privately owned,
and who composes the audience; (3) dramatic devices employed by the namator, such as gestures, facial
expressions, pantomime, impersonation, or mimicry; (4) audience participation in the form of laughter, assent or
other responses, running criticism or encouragement of the narrator, singing or dancing, or acting out parts in a
tale; (5) categories of folklore recognized by the people themseives; and (6)' attitudes of the people toward these

categories. (William R. Bascom. (1965). Four Functions of folklore .in The study of folklore. p. 281.)
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Vessantara

Vessantara was the Buddha's last previous lifelt is considered his greatest (previous)
birth.Vessantara figures more prominently in NE murals.Than in any other region.
| think it is probablyBecause the greates merit made in this life Is charity, which

corresponds precisely to the virtue which the NE villagers value the most — that of

sharing and giving.2
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