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INTEREST OF THE MATHAYOM SUKSA THREE STUDENTS IN THE THAI LITERATURE

READER WITH REGARDS ITS CONTENT

ABSTRACT
BY

BUPPHA THAWEESUK

Pregsented in partial fulfilment of the requirements
for the Magter of Education Degree
at the College of Education

March 9, 1973



The purpose of this study was tc find out how much interest in
the Thai Literature Reader Three the students of Mathayom Suksa threoe
had and why they did so. Dad they prefer prose to poetry or the selectrons
to a complete story ? Moreover, werc thc students' scx, their zcademic
achievement and their parents' educational background, if taken into
consideration, would make any difference to the result of the study 7
Another purpose was to find out what other stories would also intcerest
them,

) The sample of this study consisted of 500 students (250 boys
and 250 girls) who were studying in Mathayom Suksa Four in 1972,
These studentswene from 12 govermment and praivate high schools 1n
Bengkok. The anterest inventory { rating scole) was used to evaluate
the students' inteorest and the data were analyzed by the scaling
Judgement technigque. ,

The results of the study showed that the stories that students
preferred most were pleasant and not too complex matecraals such as
Nithanwaytan, Firas Prabat, Jodmaijang-wangrum ete, The unpleasant
and rather complex stories were not enjoyed. For instance, there
were; Prawat Archan, Khwarmsuk and Huachainokprat etc. The variables
1.e. student sex, academic achievement and their parents' cducational
background caused a little difference to the result. On the other hand,
the students preferred poetry cspecially Klong (poems) and Klon to prose.
Selected picces were enjoyable to the students than complete storaies.

Furthermore, the students showed their interest an about 38 other storaes



not ineluded in their reader. The materials Lhoy were most interested
in were verse plays, proberbs, tales, scientific novels or non-factions,
mystery novels, prose tales. Tnc less interesting ones wore non-fiction

materials on technology, industry and agriculture, religious novels

and prose plays.
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