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Rinrada Aunyaratroungroj. (2015). Self-presentation of gay in Thai gay magazine
published in 1984-1987. Master Thesis, M.Ed. (Educational Linguistics).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee: Asst. Prof. Siriporn Panyametheekul.

This research aims to analyze the linguistic strategies of self-presentation of gay
men and the interpretation of gay identity in the Natangmituna column in Mitunajunior
magazine, a Thai gay magazine published between 1984-198, by adopting the framework of
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). As for the linguistic strategies of self-presentation of
gay men in lexicon, three main strategies of gay self-presentation were found,
including 1) Reference terms 2) Characterization 3) Expression of life style. Pragmatic
strategies include 1) Speech acts 2) Refusal 3) Narrative 4) Figurative language. The
interpretation of gay identity can be divided into two views. According to the first, which view
is of gays themselves, gays are 1) men 2) men who like men 3) normal people 4) closeted
gays 5) have experienced disappointed love 6) people who doubt themselves and 7)
people with a different life style. And the interpretations of gays from outsiders are that gays
are 1) abnormal and 2) unacceptable in society.

The results show that the self-presentation of gay men has not change from the past.
Gays have always been misunderstood. This belief is very difficult to change. Also, some
people are reluctant to open their minds about sexual diversity to have more understanding
about different sexualities of people in society. Therefore, the self-presentation of gay men

remains negative.
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