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Research Summary

A Study and Development of Moral and Ethics of Thai Children and Youth

(Secondary Level)

By
Associate Professor Dr.Khompet Chatsupakul

August 2004

The most important area is the area of human development with the content of moral and
ethical elements. Most people also find moral and ethical questions fascinating. Besides, “the
moral and ethical questions in the classroom: how to get children and youth to think deeply about
real life and their school work™ are at the core of the discipline. Many teachers, educators , and
parents hesitate to speak with children and youth about moral and ethical elements and behaviors,
leaving children and youth to figure them out on their own. However, moral and ethical elements
are already in most classrooms, families, and societies and include but are not limited only to
responsibility, courage, hope, dependability, honesty, friendship, loyalty, fairness, integrity,
empathy, generosity, and compassion.

Moral and ethics in the public affairs are surely a timely subject--though perhaps they are
too often merely the object of denunciation. In addition, no one offers any model or practical
strategies for developing or teaching about morality and ethics in school or in public
management. Thus, this research project was planned to examine the moral and ethics of Thai
children and youth, explore the content and consider strategies for developing moral and ethical

model , and deliver this moral and ethical training to the school teacher itself.

The Research Objectives :

This research objectives were as follows:

1. To examine the moral and ethics of Thai children and youth in the secondary level.

2. To investigate the opinion of the parents, teachers and mass mediators on the
problems and obstacles in developing morality and ethics for the Thai children and youth in the
secondary level.

3. To provide moral and ethical development model for Thai children and youth in the

secondary level.
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4. To provide the training to the school teachers for delivering moral and ethical model

to the Thai children and youth in the secondary level.

Limitation of the Research Study :

The subjects of the study were divided into 3 groups :

1. Tc; examine the moral and ethics of the Thai children and youth in the secondary
level, the research subjects were 2,337 secondary students comprised 1,041 boys and 1,068 girls.
Ages ranged from 13 years to 15 years. The respondents were in grade 7 to 9 . Furthermore, 398
students were enrolled in schools in the northern settlement areas, 397 students were enrolled in
schools in the southern settlement areas, 926 students were enrolled in schools in the central
settlement areas, and 388 students were enrolled in schools in the north-eastern settlement areas,

2. To investigate the opinion of the parents, teachers and mass mediators on the
problems and obstacles in developing morality and ethics for the Thai children and youth in the
secondary level, the research subjects were 100 parents, 100 teachers, and 80 mass mediators.

3. To provide the training to school teachers for delivering moral and ethical
development model to the secondary students, the research subjects were 100 secondary school

teachers who volunteered for attending the moral and ethical training program.

Research Instruments :

Five research instruments were developed for this research project.

The first instrument was a five point scale moral and ethical questionnaire which
consisted of items categorized into 9 different aspects : (1) honesty, (2) self — sacrifice, (3)
disciplinary behaviors or discipline, (4) responsibility, (5) diligence, (6) industry, (7) kindness or
nurturance, (8) unity, and (9) gratefulness.

The second instrument was an open-ended questionnaire measuring the opinion of the
parents, teachers, and mass mediators on the problems and obstacles in developing morality and
ethics for the Thai children and youth in the secondary level.

The third instrument was a moral and ethical development model for the Thai children
and youth in secondary level.

The fourth instrument was a training program for delivering moral and ethical model to

the Thai children and youth in the secondary level.
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The fifth instrument was a five point scale questionnaire measuring teacher’s knowledge
and understanding in relation with moral and ethical content and abilities to delivery moral and

ethical model to the Thai children and youth in the secondary level.

Collection of the Data :

1. The moral and ethical questionnaire measuring the moral and ethical level of the Thai
children and youth in the secondary level was given in groups.

2. An open-ended questionnaire measuring the opinion of the parents, teachers and mass
mediators on the problem and obstacles in developing morality and ethics for the Thai children
and youth in the secondary level was given individually.

3. A five point scale questionnaire measuring the teachers’ knowledge and
understanding in relation with moral and ethical content and abilities to delivery moral and ethical

model to Thai children and youth in the secondary level was given in groups.

The Conclusions of Research Study :
The following conclusions were drawn from this study :
1. The total moral and ethical mean scores of 2,109 secondary students revealed average.

3% 33

The mean scores of the subjects on the scales measuring “honesty” ,”self — sacrifice” ,
“disciplinary behaviors of discipline”, “responsibility” , “diligence”, “industry”, “ kindness or
nurturance” , and “unity” were average, while their “gratefulness” mean score revealed high.

2. There were statistically significant differences in moral and ethical mean scores (total
and 9 scales) between male and female secondary students at .01 level.

3. Statistically significant differences between the secondary students living in the
northern, the southern, the central, and the north — eastern settlement areas were obtained in
regard to :

3.1 the total scores of moral and ethics comparisons at .01 level,

3.2 each dimension scores of moral and ethics comparison at .01 level : honesty,
self — sacrifice, discipline, responsibility ,diligence, industry , kindness or nurturance, unity and
gratefulness.

4. The parents, the teachers and the mass mediators indicated that the problems and
obstacles in developing morality for the Thai children and youth in the secondary level were

related to “the children and youth themselves”, “ the parents” and “the mass media”.

(The research findings were presented in this research report.)
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5. The moral and ethical development model for the Thai children and youth in the
secondary level was designed in three parts :
Part One : An organization and administration in developing the moral and
ethics for the Thai children and youth in the secondary level ;
Part Two : Techniques in moral and ethical development ;
Part Three : Stages in developing the children and youth’s moral and ethics.
6. “The knowledge and understanding in relation with moral and ethical content and
abilities to delivery moral and ethical model to the Thai children and youth” of the teachers

participated in the moral and ethical training program significantly increased at .05 level

Recommendations:

Based on the finding of this present study, the following recommendations are made :
(1) a follow — up study, particularly with Thai children and youth, to determine whether the
moral and ethics are essentially stable over a period of time, such as from secondary educational
level to higher educational level, should be undertaken ; and (2) replication of this study with

other groups, such as secondary students in different social context.
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M3 10 ManfSeumsuaziuumasgusssuazSusITuIwAULAE TAUT IV
< L) =S da a P a o 1 @ A
wnuazieIu Insszaulseudinut Hliglinniidluglduudieiu (mamile

vy s a A 1
fﬂﬂiﬂ NMANAN  UATHINASIUDDNRNYUNUD) lﬂ'ui'lﬂﬂ

AUSITUNAL 1A (Region) 1A (Region) Mean Difference Std. Sig.
IUFITN L 9 e frror

mile 14 -3145* 03759 .000

nan -.1300* 03176 .001

aziusenifivuniie -.1360* .03781 .005

% mile 3145*% 03759 .000

nan .1845% 03179 .000

aziusenifivanile 1785* 03783 .000

' naN mile .1300* 03176 .001

ANUFoFNL nan -.1845% 03179 000

azfusenidivuniie -.0060 03205 998

"z Suvenidsanile mile 1360* .03781 .005

11 -.1785* 03783 .000

naw .0060 103205 998

mile 10 1425* 03777 .003

nan 1376* 03192 .000

aziussniivunile 0887 03799 142

1% mile -.1425% 03777 .003

nan -.0049 03195 999

X azusaniiounile -.0539 .03802 571

Aanlidtaaz nawN mile -.1376* 03192 .000

naw 0049 03195 999

azTusenifivaniie -.0490 03221 510

azussnifisaniie wmiie -.0887 .03799 142

14 0539 03802 571

nan .0490 .03221 510
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1519 10 (AD)

AUBITUAL 1A (Region) A (Region) Mean Difference Std. Sig.
93555 0 i =9 i

mile 14 -1502* 03498 .000

naNn -.0535 .02956 352

azTuseniiouniio -.0635 03519 354

L mile .1502* .03498 .000

nan .0967* .02959 .014

azTuseniivaniio 0867 03521 109

naw mile 0535 02956 352

ANUIINE nam - 0967+ 02959 014

aziusenivunile -.0100 102983 990

aviusanifounile miie 0635 03519 354

14 -.0867 03521 109

nan .0100 .02983 .990

miie 14 - 1216* 03351 004

naNn 0151 .02831 .963

aviusanifouniie -0707 03370 222

19 mile 1216* 03351 .004

nan 1367* .02834 .000

o a aziuesnifivamile .0509 .03372 517

ANNIUHAYEL nan mile -.0151 02831 963

nan -.1367* .02834 .000

azTussniivunile -.0858* 02857 .029

azTuseniRisaniie mile 0707 03370 222

14 -.0509 03372 517

nan .0858* .02857 .029




153

A15719 10 (AD)

AUEIINNAL A (Region) A (Region)  Mean Difference Std. Sig.
93U555U ® » =9 Brror
mile 19 -.1578* 03846 001
naw .0069 03250 998
aziueenifivuniio -.0725 .03868 319
11 milo 1578* 03846 001
nan 1647* 03253 .000
' aziusenifivamiie 0853 .03870 .183
LR UTANGGITIE nan mite -.0069 03250 998
naw - 1647* 03253 000
azTueenifivamiio -.0794 03279 119
ariusenifiounile mitle 0725 03868 319
4 -.0853 03870 183
nan 0794 03279 119
miie 18 -.1046* 03119 .001
nan -.0129 02636 971
azTueenifivaimiio -.0552 03137 377
& miio .1046* 03119 011
nau 0918* 02638 007
azTueenNoatitle 0494 03139 480
ANNYAT Y ”
nam milo 0129 02636 971
nan -.0918* 023638 007
azTuvenifisanile -.0424 02659 469
azTueanifoamile mile 0552 03137 377
10 -.0494 03139 480

nan .0424 .02659 469




f135149 10 (AD)
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ANEITULDY A (Region) 1A (Region) Mean Difference Std. Sig.
ﬁ%ﬂﬁii‘ﬂ [0} 4) a-Jy Error

milo [ 0133 03509 986

nan .0925* .02965 .021

Az Jusenifivuniie 0630 .03529 364

1% mile -.0133 03509 986

nan .0792 .02967 .068

. aziusanidivaunile 0497 03531 576

anuiiiile nan mile -.0925* 02965 021

RN -.0792 .02967 .068

aziusanifounile -.0295 02991 .807

azusenifivuniie miie -.0630 03529 364

1 -.0497 03531 576

nan .0295 .02991 .807

mile L -.1207* 03370 .005

nan -.0049 02847 .999

azJuseniivamnile -.0338 03389 .803

L mile 1207* .03370 .005

nan 1158%* .02850 .001

o A azussnifisamiio 0869 03391 .087
ANUAIUAA ”

nan Mus .0049 .02847 .999

nan - 1158* .02850 .001

azTusenifvuniie -.0289 02873 799

nz Tusaniisunile mile 0338 .03389 803

1d -.0869 03391 087

nan .0289 .02873 .799




13519 10 (D)
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AEITNIAL 1A (Region) A (Region) Mean Difference Std. Sig.
ﬂ%ﬂﬁiiﬁ () (@) a-J Error
mile 10 -2160* 05639 .002
AN .0584 .04765 .682
Az Tuseniivamile -.1015 05672 362
L wmiie 2160* .05639 .002
nan .2744* 04769 .000
aviuseniiunile 1145 05675 254
ANundgyynnni nan mito -.0584 04765 682
nan -.2744% 04769 .000
azussnifivunile -.1599% 04808 012
aziusenifisamile miie 1015 05672 362
14 -.1145 05675 254
naN .1599* .04808 012
mile L -.0921* 102682 008
nan .0238 02266 777
azYusenifivaniie -.0297 02698 750
1q mile 0921* 02682 008
nan 1159* 02268 .000
AUFITHAY T,
azTusanifivamiie 0624 102699 148
238555u1A8I I -
naNn Muo -.0238 .02266 Td T
naN -.1159* 02268 .000
azTueeniisanile .0535 .02287 141
azusenifivunile mile .0297 02698 750
14 -.0624 02699 148
nan .0535 .02287 141
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