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Mayura Klangwong.(2008).A Study on the Role of “ SUKHWAN " in Versesin
Bankaeng, Kaengkrow District, Chaiyaphum Province. Master’'s Project. M.Ed.
(Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School,Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor:

Associate Professor Akra Boontip.

The purposes of the research were to gain insight into the role of “sukhwan,” or
“raising morale” verses, in order to raise awareness of their importance because they
represent local wisdom inherited from the ancestors and to collect the verses since they are
a part of the cultural heritage of Bangkaeng Sub-dictrict, Kaengkrow District, Chaiyaphum
Province. The research results were descriptively presented. The data studied were
collected from the prolog verses collected by the researcher in 2005. The informants were
six local people. The verses can be classified in nine types.

The research results revealed that the “sukhwan” verses in this particular sub-
district had been cited for a long time. The contents of the verses can be classified into four
types after the occasions when the verses were cited: in sickness, when a person’s status
was changed, to welcome a new member, and finally to celebrate a new tool. The roles of
the verses fall into four categories.

First, the verses were used to instill some beliefs such as in “khwan” or “something
to foster courage or to raise morale in a person,” holy power, auspicious times, Buddhism,
relics, wooden poles to be used as house pillars, the direction of a fallen tree, and finally
people’s good names which would bring about good consequences.

Second, in terms of teaching, the verses were cited to teach people in general to
encourage them to be nice and generous. Besides, they were used as codes of conduct for
women, men and people in general. Moreover, they taught the role of a mother and they
were also used to teach people to be grateful.

Third, the verses were found informative in many aspects, for example,
information about utensils required in conducting a “sukhwan” ceremony, what to do in the
case of a woman delivering a baby, how to take care of a post-natal baby and how to raise a
baby. Moreover, the information also involved religious teaching and Buddha'’s historical

background.



Finally, in terms of morale, the verses were intended to raise morale for people to
have good health, to promote a person’s good life and power, and to bless a person with

prosperity.
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