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The purpose of this study was to investigate certain
characteristics relating to book éelection by parents of students
studying in grade 1 to 4 in Prathomsuksa School Under the Jurisdiction
of Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. This study involved the status,
reasons and problems of children’s book selection by parents and
comparing them among parents having differences in educational and total
income level,

The samples consisted of 432 parents of students studying in
Prathomsuksa 1 ~ 4 from schools under the Jurisdiction of Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration which was obtained by a simple random
sampling technique. The parents were divided into three income level
groups : below, middle and high. There were 144 parents in each group,
divided into two educational groups : 72 were higher than high school
and 72 lower than or equivalent to high school level. Questionaires
with choice and rating scale were used to collect data. The data were
analized by percentage, mean, standard deviation, Z-test and F-test.

The major findings were as follows :

1. Most of the parents bought children books for their children
1 - 6 times a year. Each book cost 10 — 20 baht.. Those who never
bought. one reascned that they had not enough time.

2. The reasons which the parents used most for children book
selection were those concerning the habit improvement, the content of
books, and the language style used in the books.

3. The five highest level problems for children book selection
of parents were : the book'has too expensive, the parents had not enough
time to chose books for their children because they were busy with their

routine jobs, the distance to the book shop was too long, there were =



few book shops in the area, and the book did not specify what age it
suited, so they were not certain that the book they intended to buy
would meet their child’s interest.

4. The parents with higher education than high school had more
reasons for children book selection concerning the habit improvement
and the contents of books than the parents with an education level
less than or equivalent to high school.

5. The parents with an education lower than or equivalent to
high scheol had more problems in children book selection according to
the following reasons : not having enough income to buy a book, not
having knowledge of book selection, having no adviser to give direction
in book selection, and having no knowledge where to buy books, than
those parents with an education higher than high school.
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