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This pesearch was a micro-level study surveying personal
characteristics, job seeking procedure and the incidence of labor force
participation of the university graduates in law and education. Its
main objective was to study factors correlated with the incidence of
labor force participation

. The research sample, which was randomly and systematically
selected, were 400 graduates from Chulalongkorn University, Thammasarf
University and Srinakharinwirot University. " Data were collected by the
writer using mailed questionnaires and university records together
with interview schedule. The data were analyzed employing descriptive
statistics, one - way analysis qf variance, chi-square test, and content
analysis.

The rescarch results concerning personal chapacteristics revealed
that most graduates had their fathers working as govermment officials
and businessmen, having Thai nationality and attaining secondary
education. The family income of law graduates were higher than that of
education ones, Most graduates were females and in~averagéuwere 22.7
years old. Law graduates had more extra experiences than education ones.

Regarding the job seeking procedure, graduates in both fields
had similar pattern. But law graduates used more expenditure in seeking
employment, waited longer time prior employment and had less work
opportunity than education ones. Labor force participation of the
graduates«in the study took more than 3 years to complete the process.

Half of the graduates in both fields were employed in the first year



after graduation. The employment rate was increased to 75 percents
in the second year, while in the third year the employment rate of
education graduates were S4 percents which. was higher than the
employment rate of law graduates of 77 percents. Most education
graduates got the relevant jobs in government sectors, but most law
graduates got the irrelevant jobs in public sectors.

Concerning the incidence of labor force participation of the
graduates in both fields, it was found that the graduates who earned
the highest income and had the highest working hours were those who
were fully cmployed and had irrelevant jobs. Next were the fully
emploved graduates having relevant jobs. The law graduates who
earned the least income were the underemployed ones having relevant
jobs while the education graduates werc the underemployed ones having
irrelevant jobs, Most of the employed graduates were moderately
satisfied with their jobs, felt that their jobs were moderately secured
and had moderate necds to change their jobs. The cpen unemployed
graduétes gave the main reason for being unemployed that their
applications were declined and that they could not acquire enough
labor market information.

The study of factors correlated to the incidence of graduates’
labor force participation showed that eleven out of seventeen
variables were significantly correlated to graduates employment,
namely, participation in extra - curricular activities, named institution

attendance, nationality, sex, age, the acquisition of labor market



information, job opportunity, privilege to get job, expenditure spent
in getting jobs, waiting time prior employment, and job changing.

The case study showed that the employed graduates having
irrelevant jobs made use of some fundamental and some elective subjects
learned in universities in their work. Towards curriculum and academic
services in the universities, the graduates' opinions were that the
curriculum should be wide open, have more elective subjcets and more
modern subject matter, and that the universities should provide more
labor market information.

The underutilization of law and edﬁcation graduates in the three
universities was a problem, but not a serious one as expected. Hence,
further longitudinal studies of graduates from non-selective universities

and teachers colleges were highly recommended
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