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Kites as a kind of sport, originated hundreds of
years ago. Many findings show that there was enough evidence
concerning kites in China to conclude that i1t originated
1n that country. Xites have been playing important parts
1n human societies in many countries hoth in politics and
culture.

Much evidence shows that people in Thailand have
been playing with kites for more than seven hundred years.
No evidence clearly specifies 1f the Thais invented the
kite before the Chinese., However, kites have played an
important part in the Thai li1fe no less than in any other
country. Evidence slowed that kites love something to do
with Thai society both in politics and culture. In
politics, there were two roles that kites played. PFirstly,
Thais used kites in war in the Ayudhaya period. About
A.D. 1690 (B.E. 2233), in King Petracha's reign, the
King ordered the Royal Lrmy to fight against the city of
Nakornrachasima. The city wanted to rebel against haim.

At that time, the Commander in Chief played a trick. He
ti1ed dynamite to the kites and flew the kites cover the
city walls. When the fire burnt near the dynamite, the
kites were dropped into the city. The dynamite blew up
and the city was burnt. The King conqucred the city.

Secondly, tne role of kites in polities, there was a law



concerning kites. It was saird that anyone who flew kites
and the kites or the strings entered the Grand Palace,
government offices on temples and caused any damages, the
owner was guilty. This was stated both 1n Ayndhaya and
Rattanakosin periods. One of the Victim's hands would be
cut off.

Kites have had someting to do with Thai culture.
In some activites of the Brahm 1n religion, which has
been one of the most popular religions kites also played
this part. There was kite flying in the Royal Bussayaplisik
ceremony in the Sukhothail period in the Royal Klim or
Klamg ceremony. However, in the Rattanakosin perlod,
both ceremonies were cancelled. In the Rattanakosin
period, there was also a part of kite Flying in religous
ceremonieS. But, the kites were used 1n other ways.
Kites became super structures or sacred things to get
rid of bhad luck. In this way, some Thals asked for merit
from some sacred Buddha immages such as the Buddha Image
at Wat Rai Khing, Nakornpathom.

Besides, kite flying has been one of the sports 1in
the Thai culture, back i1n the Sukhothai pericd. It was one
of the most popular sports. There were various forms of
kite flying. ©Some people enjoyed flying kite while the

kites were simply floating 1n the sky. Some enjoyed the



kite contests of the beauty and the quality of the kites
and some enjoyed kite fighting. But the most important
way of flying kites accepted as the symbol of Thai kite
flying for hundreds of years before was the fighting
between the Chula Kites and the Pagpao Kites. ©Such
fighting was existed since almost the end of the Lyudhaya
period. It was the most popular sport in King Rama V's
reign i1n the Rattanakorsin period. The fighting between
the Chula Kites and the Pagpao Kites was called the kite
gambling sport. During this reign, there were standard
rules and regulations for the sport. The winner would
be awarded the King's Golden Cup every year. This was
well known among the Thais and foreigners.

Not orly the kite gambling sport was popular among
laymen, government officers and Royal family, but the
king himself alsc Joined the sport. This encouraged
people to be interested i1n the other things that made
klté flying, which has been a Thai sport, last this long
and developed until the present was the crcouragement
from the Thai Sports Association. The association wes
established by Phraya Pirompakdi in h.D. 1927 (B.E. 2470).
Up to present, the association has supported and conserved

the Thair kite gambling sport to last forever after. At



present, there 1s co-operation 1n managing the contest
of the Thai Kite Gambling Sport between the Thai Tourist
Organizabion and the Bangkok Metropolitan. JSuthority
the objectives are to disseminate and restore the sport
to be the same as what was done 1n King Rama V's reign.
The policy 1s set that tlLe sport will be one o0f The Thax
customs. The Thai Kite Gambling Sport will be called
the Thai Kite Custom Fair from 1984 (2527) on.
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