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Dr. Manus Keawbucha.

The study aimed to collect, examine and analyze the local wisdom reflected in the
construction of fishing boat in the Chonburi, Rayong and Chantaburi provinces. The study
also analyzed the factors affecting the changes to and the existence of local wisdom in
fishing boat artisans in the Eastern provinces of Thailand. The researcher studied the
principles of knowledge management, local wisdom management and education for
sustainable development. The data were gathered by interviewing the artisans with
expertise in local fishing boat building. The in-depth interviews were conducted along with
observations. The data on the local wisdom of fishing boat artisans were analyzed by
descriptive analysis.

The studies found that the artisans with expertise in local fishing boat building in the
three provinces inherited the boat building process from their ancestors. The building
processes in the three provinces are very similar with only minor differences in the details of
some steps that vary from place to place and are subject to the technology and the quality
of materials in the area. The factors that affect the existence of local boat building artisans
in the Eastern provinces depend on factors such as the dock owners, artisanship, the needs
of the customers, the fishermen and the ecosystem that has an impact on the number of
marine animals. The factors that resulted in the decrease of local wisdom in terms of fishing
boat artisans were a lack of material and wood for boat building, the high cost of materials,
the generations of artisans who have expertise in boat building and the restrictikn of laws on
coastal fishing. Moreover, the new generation had limited interest in maintaining the fishing
boat artisans because they could earn very little, get paid late and the lack of sustainable

development on knowledge management, respectively.
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