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The purpose of this research was to study the process of water
consumption of residents in the mountains, upland and lowland areas,
in the dry region of the Northeast of Thailand. The sample population
was 45 villages consisting of 675 families. The methods used in the
research were individual interviews, surveys, and observation. The
variabies used in this study were type of water sources, water
consumption behavior, and water storage method.

The results of the resecarch were as follews * the types of water
sources were the same in all the area studies. The quantity of water
consumed between households and average person were different, so as to
the consumption behavior. Residents in the lowlands consumed more water
than those in the uplands. The water transpertation and water storage
were the same. Rain water storage and their utilization were indifferent
that they would storage rain water of their drinkings in the dry season.
Problem solving of water shortage Qas merely different. As the upland
residents searched for water from cther places, the residents both in
the lowlands and in the mountain areas could storage water in their own
lands.

when public water sources became shallow, the lowland and mountain
residents helped each other to dig river channel or reservoir beds every
year. Meanwhile, the upland residents rarely did it, or Jjust only waited
for government's help. Upland and mountain residents used alum to remve
sediments from water. The lowland residents let sediments settle themself

and used alum to remove.
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