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AN ANALYSIS OF MAGICAL OBJECTS
IN THE DRAMAS OF ORDINARY THAI PEOPLE

AN ABSTRACT
BY
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Supawan Yeeboonyan (2005) An Analysis of Magical Objects in the Dramas
of Ordinary Thai People M A Thesis (That) Bangkok Graduate School,
Srinakhannwirot University Committee Associate Professor Supha Panjaroen

and Assistant Professor Wimonsin Ruamsuk

The thesis was an explanatory account of magical objects that appeared in the
dramas of ordinary people Sungthong, Chaiyachet, Kraithong, Khawee, Maneepichal,
Sangsipchar, Kaewnama and Wongthevaragy The purpose was lo analyze therr ongin,
type, application and role The research resuits were presented in a descrptive manner

The findings revealed the following The ongins of some magical objects were
clearly accounted for while others were not If the source of a magical object was clearly
explained, usually it belonged to the main character The sources of such objects could be
of three types congenital magical objects, those obtained from humans and those from
non-humans If the ongin of a magical object was not accounted for, usually the object
belonged to the main character's foll or an antagonist who possessed superhuman power
There were two types of magical objects with and without power Usually a powerless
object was matenahzed by someone Powerful objects were divided into two types those
with one kind of power and those with mult powers In terms of applcation, the objective
and the opportunity to use a magical object were discussed A magical object was used to
help its owner or other characters The object was used in war, in cnsis, during travel
or In operation of a task All types of magicatl objects and their usage in an effective stage
depends upon the characters decision to use in accordance with objectives and
opporturitinies arise N each situation

Finally, magical objects played crucial roles in terms of plot, charactenzation and
setting They enhanced the plot, making the story more logical and thus more enticing for
the audience The most crucial role of magical objects Is that they're being used as power
beneath the existng power of each character They also supported the audience’s
supernatural beliefs In charactenzaton, the magical objects enhanced a character's

ability as well as indicating his/her social status Regarding seitings, the magical objects



enhanced the setting by creating the sound, image and atmosphere desirable for the story

to make it appealing to the audience
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